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Elementary 
Resurrection & Hope 
Acts 2:14a, 22-32 1Peter 1:1-12; John 20:19-31. 
 

On Easter Day we rejoiced in the resurrection of Jesus from the dead for Christ is 
risen, hallelujah, he is risen indeed hallelujah. 

But what does that affirmation mean for us after Easter, in the weeks that follow.  
This is what the early Church had to work out as it moved from dealing of questions of 
“Did it happen?” to “What does it mean?”  They had to make deductions from the facts, 

from that which was elementary to that which logically followed.   
Over the next few weeks we will be looking at some of the deductions that follow.  

In the shut and open case of the empty tomb there is much to be learned as we 
investigate these texts and we need to use our minds. 

As we look at our readings today and investigate elementary things I hope you 

will learn more of true Christian hope and enjoy discovering the joy it brings.  

LIVING HOPE THROUGH THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD. 

Our starting point is that the resurrection brings hope.  At the start of 1Peter the 
apostle says. 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he 

has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead” 

We will be giving this verse a forensic examination. 
Firstly we need to ensure that we understand what is meant by the word 

“resurrection”.  Our other readings can be part of our investigation.  

In the Acts 2 Peter speaks of resurrection as being freed from death.  
Furthermore we can see that this involves historic evidence because Jesus tomb is 

rather different from others.  King David died was buried and everyone knows where his 
tomb is.  Jesus died was buried and his tomb is no empty, there is no body there.  God 
has raised Jesus up and the disciples are witnesses.  What is clearly on view is 

someone who once was dead who is now alive again, not simply spiritually, but in 
reality. 

This is further supported by the account in John’s Gospel where Thomas 
understands that resurrection simply doesn’t happen despite what the others say, he will 
need to see proof if he is to believe.  The proof of touch is not what you would ask of a 

spirit or a ghost but of someone who was dead and is now alive.  When proof of such a 
flesh and blood resurrection is provided Thomas is not only convinced but starts to make 

his own elementary deductions as to who Jesus is, his Lord and God. 
This is the reality which we are dealing with when we speak of resurrection, 

Jesus who was dead and buried but is now alive again.  It is this reality which Peter says 

give us a living hope. 

LIVING HOPE – ETERNAL LIFE 

The first way we may take this is we have hope in the face of death.  Peter goes 
on to talk about how for followers of Christ there is an inheritance which is imperishable, 
undefiled and unfading kept in heaven for us with God’s guarantee.  This life is not all 
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there is and we need not fear death and the grave for Jesus has triumphed over them 
both.  . 

Assurance 

What is more this is a gift, it is not something we can earn or even deserve it is 

something that comes simply by God’s mercy.  As John’s Gospel reminds us it comes 
simply through accepting who Jesus is and so we receive eternal life. 

Because it is dependant not on us but on God’s grace we can have assurance, 

we can know for certain that we have this eternal life.  We have been born anew into this 
living hope, it is something thing that has happened in the past that gives us true hope 

into the fture. 
This is great news and I hope that this is something that each of us here has truly 

grasped.  Through the faithfulness of and faith in Jesus we have a certain living hope.  

Sometimes people say that it is arrogant to say this but I find it profoundly 
humbling, it is a gift, the only pride I should have is in the giver.  “Blessed be the God 

and father of our Lord Jesus Christ”indeed. 
It is a living hope because it is not a vague hope, it is not even a promised hope, 

it is hope that has already been shown to be true in Jesus.  What has already happened 

for Jesus will be our future.  It is like the difference between going for surgery with no 
idea of the outcome, and going for the same surgery having met someone who has had 

it.  Jesus is the working model of salvation, it works, God will keep his promise, it is a 
living hope, a hope as alive as Jesus. 

Life after Life after Death 

But this means there is more to our hope than just ongoing life in some spiritual 
sense, it is a living hope, a hope that our future will be like what happened to Jesus.  We 

believe in resurrection. 
There is often confusion on this matter not just those who are outside the Church 

but those inside.  Our hope is not simply to go to be with God and Jesus when we die as 

true as this is, our hope is resurrection, to be raised body and soul, as we affirm in the 
creed and at communion week after week.  We believe in that we will rest in peace, but 

then be raised in glory.  We believe in life after life after death, as Tom Wright as 
memorably put it. 

We have a living hope, not a just a spiritual hope.  We look forward not to 

escaping creation but living in a new creation, where God’s will will be done on earth as 
it is in heaven, where his kingdom has fully come. 

ETERNAL LIFE – BORN AGAIN 

But as we further investigate this verse what are to make of the language of being 
born again. 

I think a complex theological idea is being expressed here.  The Old Testament 
looks forward to a time when Israel would be resurrected (Ezek 37) , the “dem bones” 

passage.  This picture of bodies restored was a metaphor for the renewal of Israel, a 
time of a new covenant, a time when God would act, he would put his spirit into his 
people and then Israel would be all that she was supposed to be and be the bearer of 

God’s blessing to the world. 
What the early Christians realised was that in the resurrection of Jesus and Jesus 

giving the Spirit to his followers this renewal of Israel had taken place, and in the 
process Israel had been transformed.  God's people were no longer defined by national 
boundaries, or ethnic origin, it was defined by relationship with the resurrected one, with 

Jesus.  Israel if you like had been born again in Jesus resurrection and it was open to all 
who believed in Jesus.  Peter describes such people as those who claim Christ as Lord, 

and who not having seen him love him and believe him. 
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This is why Peter can uses many Old Testament phrases to describe the 
scattered persecuted Christians to whom he is writing.  They and we who have accepted 

Jesus are truly God’s people, he is with us and his purposes for us will not fail.   
Notice that this is a new birth that we already have, not something that we await, 

we live this hope out now.  And we like the historic people of God have a job to do, be 
bearers of God’s blessing and this is something that we do not just as individuals but as 
a people, it is through community that God’s purposes are achieved.  

We have been given new birth into this people of God, people of the resurrection, 
the people of the risen Christ.  And we have a job to do. 

ETERNAL LIFE – LIVING HOPE 

Tying these two ideas together we can see why it truly is a living hope.  We have 
hope because Jesus has shown the way through death to new creation life, that is in 

future, but we as God’s people are to live that hope out now in the way we live. 
And we know what the shape of such a living and lived hope looks like.  Jesus 

has shown the way of God’s kingdom in his life and teaching, and his resurrection 
vindicates this.  We are to be the salt of the earth, the light of the world as we practice 
service, humility, forgiveness, self giving and so on.  We are to use our God given 

creativity and wisdom to celebrate these qualities and value.  As with Jesus we are to be 
people of prayer, praying in living hope that God’s kingdom will truly come in this world 

and his will be done on earth and in our lives as it is in heaven and trusting that all that 
we do to that end is valuable to God and will be vindicated by God. 

It is worth remembering that at the end of 1Corinthians 15, the most detailed 

chapter in the New Testament on the resurrection and what it will mean for us and the 
hope we have, Paul doesn’t say “So remember the risen Christ is with you”, or “Spend 

your time contemplating your future”, but rather says “Therefore, my beloved, be 
steadfast, immovable, always excelling in the work of the Lord, because you know that 
in the Lord your labour is not in vain.”  It is not in vain because God is already working 

for his new creation in Christ and every thing we do in his name works to that end.  The 
resurrection is not just about a glorious future but also a meaningful present.  

Joy: the evidence of hope 

This is why Peter can say that the evidence of such a living hope is an 
indescribable and glorious joy despite suffering and trial.  Just as Jesus was vindicated 

through suffering and death so it will be with us.  In whatever happens we know what 
God has done in raising Jesus and will do in raising us.  It is in the difficult times that our 

faith our living hope will prove genuine.   
Joy is the evidence of a living hope.  Do you want this joy, then look deeper into 

the meaning of the resurrection, do your deductions and be surprised by hope and then 

surprised by joy. 

CONCLUSION 

We have been moving from resurrection questions of “Did it happen?” to “What 
does it mean?”  The resurrection must make us think about our own future but also how 
we now live. 

Deductions from the resurrection of Jesus from the dead then leads us to a living 
hope, a secure hope for the future but a transformed life now.  Such transformation 

should be elementary.  C.S. Lewis could write "If you read history you find that 
Christians who did most for the present world were precisely those who thought most of 
the next.  It is since Christians have largely ceased to think of the other world that they 

have become so ineffective in this." (Mere Christianity) 
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The resurrection points to the new creation of which we will be a part and we are 
to play our part in bring it closer now as we express our living hope.  This is elementary 

dear brothers and sisters. 


