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Elementary 
Evidence of Faith 

Elementary.     What do you think of when you hear the word? 
The word now seems inextricably linked with Arthur Conan Doyle’s famous 

fictional consulting detective, Sherlock Holmes, and the various movies and modernised 
TV series which continue his legacy.  It suggests logic, finding facts and following where 
they lead, and using deductive reasoning. 

The word of course exists apart from that, being defined in the MacMillan 
Dictionary as “relating to the most basic and important part of something.” 

This Easter I would like to encourage us all to think about both these ideas that 
are raised by this word, so that we can see that the resurrection is elementary to 
Christianity, that there is evidence that can be followed for this elementary tenant of the 
faith, and that if it is true than deductions follow.  We will look at evidence of what the 
faith is, evidence for the faith, and see where this evidence leads, but also consider if 
there is evidence of faith. 

RESURRECTION IS ELEMENTARY 

We need to be clear that the resurrection is absolutely elementary to Christianity, 
it is the most basic and important part of the faith. 

The Gospels all come to a climax not with the death of the hero but with his 
resurrection.   The early Christian preaching as we have heard in the reading from Acts 
10 is not about what Jesus said, or what a good fellow he was and he had some really 
arresting ideas, with the resurrection as a footnote, part of the small print.  The 
resurrection is front and centre in the preaching.  The early Christian message was 
about the resurrected Jesus. 

The letters of Paul are full of references about Jesus such as this from Romans, 
Jesus  “was declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of holiness by 
resurrection from the dead” (1:4)  The resurrection was the basis for Paul’s mission, his 
preaching and his ethical teaching. 

The last book in the Bible, Revelation whilst much of the content may be opaque 
it is very clear it is a revelation of the one who once was dead but now is alive forever. 

I could continue but the evidence is clear, from beginning to end the resurrection 
is foundational to the New Testament and thus to the Christian faith.  You cannot do 
what Thomas Jefferson did in the early 1800’s when he published a version of the Bible 
which stripped away all references to the supernatural, particularly the resurrection.  You 
may have Jesus as a  great moral philosopher but you have a much smaller Bible and it 
is not true Christianity. 

John S Whale, Professor of Ecclesiastical History at Oxford in the middle of last 
century wrote “The Gospels do not explain the Resurrection; the Resurrection explains 
the Gospels. Belief in the resurrection is not an appendage to the Christian faith: It is the 
Christian faith.” 

The Resurrection, it is elementary dear brothers and sisters. 
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EVIDENCE FOR THE RESURRECTION IS ELEMENTARY 

Now in using the Elementary tag we are encouraging people to investigate this 
claim about the resurrection of Jesus.  We have used perhaps Sherlock Holmes’ most 
famous quote “when you have eliminated the impossible, whatever remains, however 
improbable, must be the truth” 

You might think this is a dangerous quote because we all know that resurrections 
are, so it would seem, impossible.  But this was perfectly well understood at the time of 
Jesus as well.  Everyone understood what the word anastasis, (resurrection), meant.   It 
did not mean life after death or the spirit carrying on in some fashion, there were other 
words for that.  Resurrection meant specifically life returning to a body that had been 
dead, and everyone understood that it did not happen. 

Yet this is the word that the early Christians used and proclaimed and based their 
faith on .  They would only have done so for very good grounds.1 

Now is not the time to try to bring forward all the evidence that can be marshalled 
to defend this elementary truth of Christianity but the need to do so is hardly new. 

According to Dr John Dickson of Macquarie University this is the 1,984th 
celebration of the resurrection since 7 April A.D. 30, the widely accepted date among 
historians for the crucifixion of Jesus (or the 1,981st  if you find the arguments for 3 April 
A.D. 33 persuasive).  For that entire time the resurrection faith of the Church has been 
open to scrutiny and to attack, and yet the faith remains strong and this faith has been 
and continues to be ably defended by some of the greatest minds known in human 
history. 

The facts of the case have always been out in the open.  Jesus was a well 
attested public figure, who was tried before Pontius Pilate, the Roman Governor, 
crucified, died, was buried and yet his tomb was empty and  witnesses claim to have 
seen him alive.  As we see in the speech in Acts none of this was done in secret, it was 
all done out in the open and within years, perhaps even months we have historic 
evidence that the resurrection of Jesus was being proclaimed in Jerusalem and 
throughout the empire.   

When it comes to the case of the vanishing corpse and the empty tomb, 
Christianity has always proclaimed that it is a shut and open case which anyone, indeed 
everyone should investigate for themselves.  If you would like to do some detecting for 
yourself we’d love to point you to some great resources. 

For me on historical, philosophical and experiential grounds, though it may 
appear implausible, the resurrection is the truth that remains. 

We can have good reason for believing that Jesus rose from the dead and that 
the tomb is empty.  There is evidence for our faith. This is elementary dear brothers and 
sisters. 

DEDUCTIONS FROM THE RESURRECTION ARE ELEMENTARY. 

Now as you have all come here to celebrate Easter I assume that you are already 
convinced that Christ is risen, hallelujah, he is risen indeed, hallelujah. 

But we need to go further.  In the stories, Sherlock doesn’t just collect the facts he 
makes deductions on the basis of those facts, he follows where they lead. Likewise with 

                                            
1 To quote NT Wright “we cannot understand the historical rise of the early Christian movement 

unless we take as basic their belief that Jesus really was raised in this bodily sense. Of course, one might 
say that they were mistaken; but I have also argued that the best reason for the rise of that belief is that it 
really did happen. The other explanations – that the disciples were the victims of a delusion, that one or 
more of them saw a vision of Jesus such as has often been reported by people after someone they love 
has died, and so on – simply do not hold water historically. To mention only the last of these: such visions 
were as well known in the ancient world as they are today, and the meaning of a vision like that was not 
that the person was suddenly alive again, but rather that they were indeed well and truly dead” 
http://ntwrightpage.com/Wright_Italian_Bishops_Christ_Risen_First_Fruits.htm retrieved 19/4/2014. 

http://ntwrightpage.com/Wright_Italian_Bishops_Christ_Risen_First_Fruits.htm
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the Resurrection of Jesus, if it is true then certain things follow.  We are going to be 
looking at these over the next weeks but we can make some preliminary findings now. 

Jesus is Lord 
That a resurrection happened is not something of simply academic interest, it 

says something quite specific about who Jesus is.  The elementary deduction from the 
resurrection is that Jesus Christ is Lord.  Jesus has conquered death, he is Lord, his 
teaching about God and himself has been vindicated by God, he is Lord.  Jesus is the 
Son of God, he is Lord.  We can no longer think about God without Jesus being part of 
the equation.  Is that how you think of him?  It is elementary. 

Salvation 
The truth of the resurrection leads to salvation.  St. Paul wrote “If you confess 

with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the 
dead, you will be saved.”  Romans 10:9 

Embracing Jesus as Lord and the resurrected one comes with the promise of 
salvation: the promise of forgiveness, reconciliation with God and being welcomed into 
his family.  This can all happen for Jesus has paid the price for us, and the resurrection 
shows that the price has been paid in full.  Have you done this?  This is why we have a 
renewal of baptism vows as part of this service, it is elementary. 

Hope 
The truth of the resurrection then leads to hope.  Peter can talk about how we are 

born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus from the dead.  Jesus has 
triumphed over death and we can share in that victory.  In a world which can be full of 
turmoil and despair the resurrection assures us of God’s ultimate good purpose.  It is 
where the evidence points. 

Changed lives 
The truth of the resurrection is not only life saving but must be life changing. 
If we accept Jesus as Lord it will change our lives as we follow his ways.  If he is 

Lord then not only must we take Jesus into consideration when thinking about God, but 
also when we consider what it means to be human.  Salvation does not mean simply 
saved from an old way of life but saved for a new one as God’s children.  Hope is not 
something that simply looks forward to new life in the future but should transform us 
now. 

When Paul speaks of “setting you mind on things above not earthly things”, he 
doesn’t mean ignoring things of this world so as to become so heavenly minded as to be 
of no earthly use.  As N.T. Wright puts it “Heaven is important but its not the end of the 
world.”  Rather as we see the ways of heaven in Jesus life and teaching we seek to 
have the will of heaven be done on earth, as we pray in the Lord’s Prayer.  We are now 
to be alive to the ways of heaven.  So while ways of humble service and self sacrifice 
may seem so small in this world, ultimately it is the way of glory, because it is the way of 
the resurrected one.  We like him should be serving the poor, seeking justice for the 
ignored and abused, showing welcome to the outcast and refugee.  We should be like 
him in seeking and offering forgiveness, reconciliation and compassion. 

When we do live this way we are not only living on the basis of evidence for our 
faith we are giving evidence of the faith.  Athanasius a third century bishop considered 
the way that Christians loved each other as a proof of the resurrection.  Their self-giving 
behaviour only made sense if the resurrection was true.  And it should be true of us.   

Nietzsche reportedly said “If you want me to believe in your saviour you will have 
to look a lot more saved.” 

We have a resurrection faith, we have a risen Lord, let us truly live the risen life.  
It should be elementary, dear brothers and sisters. 


