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Behold Your Son 
Of all the poignant moments of the events of the first Good Friday surely there 

are none as heart wrenching as Jesus, in agony, growing weaker as his life blood flows 
from his back, struggling to breathe, gazes down on his mother.  She is going through 
her own agony at the foot of the cross, perhaps even unable to look at her own flesh and 
blood, for there is too much flesh and blood. 

There is an extraordinary link between mothers and their children, it starts before 
birth, and carries on throughout life.  How deep must Mary’s distress and sorrow been 
on Golgotha that day.  She surely would have remembered how when they had taken 
Jesus to the temple as a baby and devout old Simeon had said to her “This child is 
destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be 
spoken against,  so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will 
pierce your own soul too.” (Luke 2:34-35). Just as surely as her son’s hands and feet 
were pierced so was her soul, as she beheld her son. 

THE COMPASSION OF JESUS 

Yet here in a scene of mutual agony and grief we see Jesus caring for his 
mother.  Whilst Jesus is known in the Gospel of John as “the son of Joseph” (1:45; 
6:42), Joseph never appears in any of the accounts of Jesus’ adult life.  It appears that 
Mary was widowed between Jesus’ 12th year and his 30th year when he started his 
public ministry.  Jesus knowing her vulnerable state as widow is concerned that she is 
looked after. 

His brief statements, all he could manage from the cross, echoing ancient 
adoption formulas, ‘Woman, behold your Son”, “Here is your mother” commit Mary into 
the care of John, his beloved disciple. 

We do not know why Jesus did not commit Mary into the care of his younger 
brothers or sisters, perhaps he wanted her looked after within the community of faith.  All 
we are told is that from that time forward John looked after Mary.  Tradition has that they 
firstly lived in Jerusalem and then moved to Ephesus, but we don’t know for sure.  We 
do know that she had a home and a carer. 

Jesus even as he dies shows practical concern to his own.  In O sacred head 
sore wounded we he just sung of Jesus’ “most sweet compassion” and here it is in 
action. To the end he is demonstrating to his followers the type of community that he 
came to create.  It is not just in the foot washing that Jesus shows his follwers and 
example of loving service of others. 

This was especially true of caring for those who were most at risk.  The early 
church took especial care of the widows in Jerusalem.  James wrote “Religion that God 
our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their 
distress…” (James 1:27)  St. Paul could write to Timothy  “If anyone does not provide for 
his relatives, and especially for his immediate family, he has denied the faith and is 
worse than an unbeliever.”  (1Timothy 5:8) 

Jesus has shown the way, we cannot look on our crucified saviour and give 
thanks for his death and not have it change our behaviour towards others.  Even when 
stripped naked Jesus was clothed in compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and 
patience, and so should we be.  The community created by following such a king must 
be one that is marked by the same compassion of the King. 

As we hear these words and particularly as we gather under the cross that is 
above us with Mary and John looking up at the crucified Jesus, we are reminded that in 
his death Jesus created a new community of men and women at the foot of the cross.  
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Jesus did not come to simply to save individuals, but to create compassionate 
communities. 

BEHOLD WHOSE SON? 

But with John’s Gospel we are always encouraged to dig deeper and perhaps the 
fact that Mary is not named gives us the clue.  We have only met Mary once before in 
John’s gospel, and it was right back at the beginning at the wedding at Cana, and there 
again she is not named.  In both cases Jesus does not address her as mother, but 
simply and perhaps abruptly woman. This cannot be an accident; John wants us to see 
a link between these two incidents.  What can it be? 

At the wedding the wine has run out and so Mary goes and tells Jesus who says 
to her “Dear woman, why do you involve me?” or more literally “Woman, what is there 
between me and you” and then he says “My time has not yet come.”  Jesus will come to 
the aid of the almost unhappy and overly sober couple by turning water into wine, and in 
so doing we are told that he does reveal his glory, he shows something of his nature, but 
he needs Mary to know that she has not fully understand him, his time has not yet come.  
He has come for something far more important than party tricks. 

As Jesus says “Woman, behold your Son” Mary is to understand that the time 
has now come, now is the true nature of her son revealed.  As we behold Jesus on the 
cross we fully understand the nature of Jesus mission.  We are told he had come as the 
Lamb of God to take away the sin of the world.   Here we see that sacrifice and its true 
cost.  “Woman, behold your son”  Look on the one who is dying for you and for the sins 
of the whole world.  “This is no mistake, this is no unplanned tragedy, this is what I was 
destined for, this is the appointed end, this is what I came for.” 

But more than that, he dies as God the great sign of God’s love.  For God so 
loved the world that he gave his only Son.  “Woman, behold whose Son?”  You need to 
understand that I am also God’s Son and that this death is even more painful for him as 
we share the cost of humanity’s rebellion. 

Mary had to understand what was really going on, who Jesus really is and so do 
we.  ‘Man, woman, behold God’s son.”  For then there will be comfort even on this most 
appalling of days for we see fully the extent of the love of the one true God and of his 
Son, Jesus.  How deep the Father’s love indeed.  For here is the Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world, here is the Good Shepherd laying down his life for the 
sheep.  He is not only Mary’s son, he is her saviour, as he is ours. 

And as he dies, bearing our sin and showing immeasurable love by which he 
does something far more amazing than turning water into wine.  By his blood our sins 
are washed away so in God’s eyes we are as white as snow, and that same blood now 
tastes as wine. 

 
 

The Agonie. By George Herbert from “The Temple” (1633) 
        Philosophers have measur’d mountains, 
Fathom’d the depths of seas, of states, and kings, 
Walk’d with a staffe to heav’n, and traced fountains: 
        But there are two vast, spacious things, 
The which to measure it doth more behove: 
Yet few there are that sound them; Sinne and Love. 
 

        Who would know Sinne, let him repair 
Unto mount Olivet; there shall he see 
A man so wrung with pains, that all his hair, 
        His skinne, his garments bloudie be. 
Sinne is that presse and vice, which forceth pain 
To hunt his cruell food through ev’ry vein. 

        Who knows not Love, let him assay 

And taste that juice, which on the crosse a pike 

Did set again abroach; then let him say 

        If ever he did taste the like. 

Love in that liquour sweet and most divine, 

Which my God feels as bloud; but I, as wine. 

 


