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Rain Rain Go Away  Genesis 6-8 
Genesis 6:9-22, 

 
T-shirts have recently appeared with “Don’t judge a 

book by its movie” on them.  Many of us will have seen a 
movie of a favourite book and feeling somewhat cheated 
because the movie is not as good, and often key elements of 
the story have been changed.  We notice the differences.  As 
you may know this is relevant as we continue our series in 
Genesis and get to Noah for a movie about him is about to 

released starring Russell Crowe, looking no where near 600 plus yeasr, and concerns 
have been flooding in as to whether it is faithful to the book.  

If we are going to judge the film then we 
need to make sure that we have read and 
properly understood the book, and we may 
discover that it may not only be an upcoming film 
that has misunderstood the book. 

For the story of Noah is one of the few 
biblical stories that most people know: the story of 
a man who survived a flood that killed all other 
inhabitants of the earth by building a boat.   
However this is not only true now it was true when 
Genesis was written, everyone knew a story like 
that, and we might be surprised, as many are, at 
the similarities between Genesis and other 
ancient flood stories.  However if we imagine 
ourselves back in 1000BC what would have 
surprised the original readers would have been 
the differences.  This flood story doesn’t go quite 
the way that is expected.   We learn much of what 
Genesis wants to teach by noting the differences 
in the way Genesis retells this well-known story. 

THE SPREAD OF SIN 

The story of Noah is so well known that it has even been told on Playschool.  In 
the Playschool version we are just told that there came a flood.  Well the Bible is quite 
clear as to the nature of this great flood, it is not a natural disaster like we seem to 
hear so often in the news.  This is a supernatural event. 

But what causes it? In one of the other flood stories the gods have a committee 
meeting as to what to do about these pesky humans they had created, there always 
seemed to be more of them and they made such a racket that the gods couldn’t sleep.  
The sensible thing to do, they decide is to get rid of the humans with a flood. 

The Bible is quite clear as to what causes the flood.  It is not noise but 
naughtiness, the sinfulness of humanity. “The Lord saw that the wickedness of 
humankind was great in the earth, and that every inclination of the thoughts of their 
hearts was only evil continually.”  (Genesis 6:5, NRSV).  It is hard to imagine a more 
damning indictment of human behaviour. 

This sinfulness is illustrated with sons of god taking human brides.  It is hard to 
work out exactly what is being spoken of but in the culture of that time girls were 
dedicated to the temples to serve as sacred prostitutes with their acts supposedly with 
gods to encourage the gods to ensure ongoing fertility of the land and the people.  
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Genesis says that rather than such practices pleasing the gods it is so repulsive to the 
one true God that he decrees to blot out sinful humanity. 

More straightforward is “Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight, and the 
earth was filled with violence. And God saw that the earth was corrupt; for all flesh 
had corrupted its ways upon the earth.”  (Genesis 6:11-12, NRSV). 

Genesis paints a very dismal picture of the nature of humanity separated from 
God.  What started out in the garden leading to murder and death has now led to total 
depravity.  In our society we have lost the sense of sin, the awfulness of sin.  Yet it is 
hard not to hear overtones of our society in the description of the antediluvian world.  
They were a society which turned away from God and reaped the results, our society 
has done the same. 

The text clearly shows us that sin not only corrupts humanity, it corrupts the 
good world which God made.  We may weep over the state of our city, our country, 
our world.  How much greater is the sorrow of the creator.  Then because of their sin 
God used the earth that they had ruined to ruin them.  Now it is only the promise of 
God that he would not do this again that keeps the flood at bay. 

GOD AS POWERFUL JUDGE 

This leads us to understanding something of the picture of God that we see in 
this narrative.  As I have already said in other stories the flood is caused due to the 
irritableness of the gods.  This is the not the picture that Genesis gives us of God.  

The flood is not an arbitrary decision, it is not a decision of a committee it the 
just judgement of the one creator God on those who deserve judgement.  This is not a 
decision taken in spite of creation but because of creation and for the sake of creation.  
God can no longer stand to see his good world ruined.  Once he had looked and seen 
that it was all very good (1:31) now God has seen that through man’s sin it is all 
corrupt.  It must be judged.  So it rains and it rains and it doesn’t go away, and it 
keeps coming back another day. 

The means of judgement is to return the earth to the watery chaos that we see 
at the beginning of creation. “Since men have plunged the world into moral chaos, 
they will be punished with physical chaos.”  (Blocher)  You can see this in 7:17-22.  
The waters that were separate are now joined.  The earth which was brought out of 
the water is once again under.   

Throughout all that happens God remains in control.  This is in stark contrast to 
the gods in the Mesopotamian story.  Once they have let the flood loose they can no 
longer control it and it says they are so frightened that they cower in the corner like 
dogs. 

God not only announces when the flood will start, he brings it to its end and out 
of the chaos once again re-establishes the order of creation which is to go forth and 
multiply.  (Compare 8:17 to 1:22) 

As we have already seen in Genesis we cannot think that God ignores what 
goes on in his world.  Not only does the story show us of the devastating 
consequences of sin it shows the reality and finality of God’s judgment upon it and 
those caught up in it.  We must never think that just because God does not act he 
does not care.  His judgement is delayed and we must remember that when it comes 
it will not come to those out there it will catch all in its net and it will be final. 

Like wise we must never think that things have got out of God’s control.  God is 
never surprised at what is going on, he is both omnipotent, all powerful, and 
omniscient, all knowing.  At the end of one of the other flood stories one of the top 
three gods is astonished to find a human survivor.  The God of the bible knows what 
is going on, in fact it is God who tells Noah to come out of the ark. 
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GOD AS CARING SAVIOUR 

This leads us to the hero of the story.  Now if you have read the children’s 
books, seen the cartoons the hero of the story is obviously Noah.  We see him taking 
a long time building the ark, being taunted by his neighbours as he builds an 
enormous boat in the middle of desert.  We see his efforts to get two of each kind of 
animal as he shuts himself in the ark.  Is that the Noah story that you remember? 

Well it isn’t the Bible’s versions.  Genesis tells us none of that in fact Genesis 
tells us very little about Noah at all.  All he seems to do is to be told what to do by God 
and he does what he is told (6:22; 7:5, 9; cf. 8:18).  The hero of this story isn’t Noah at 
all it is God.  For here we see God not only as the just judge but also as caring 
saviour.  He is both at the same time.   

Again this is different from the other stories.  When the committee of god’s 
decides on a deluge so that they can get some sleep there is a dissenting voice who 
unable to convince the other gods surreptitiously tips off one of his followers 

God saves Noah not despite being the just judge but because he is the just 
judge.  Noah is described in glowing terms, righteous, blameless someone who walks 
with God in direct contrast to the others of his time and shows faith in God.  Noah is 
not perfect as we shall will discover in Genesis 9 but he follows God’s path and God 
honours his faith, he has grace on him and works for his salvation. 

You certainly cannot say that Noah saves himself, God quite clearly saves him.  
God tells him how to build the ark, God tells Noah when to enter the ark, God brings 
the animals to Noah (7:9), God shuts and seals the door.  In the other stories the 
“hero” has to close the door, here God takes it upon himself to do it.  It is a very 
important point, one that children’s versions often get wrong.  Noah is not saving 
himself, God is saving him. 

GOD REMEMBERED NOAH 
This is highlighted again if you analyse the whole of the Noah story for it finds 

its middle with the start of chapter 8, at the peak of the flood, God remembers Noah 
(8:1).  The flood comes to an end because God remembers Noah.  God had purposed 
to save Noah and brings this about even through the end of the world.  What a 
difference this is to the image of the gods in the other stories who have no concern for 
humanity at all.  We see here God’s great concern for his people.  Throughout the 
history of the people of God their hope has always been when God has remembered 
them and acted for their salvation, illustrated here and in the Exodus (Exodus 2:24) 

NOAH STORY AS IMAGE OF SALVATION 
Just as the flood is one of the great images of judgement as it brings one world 

to an end and brings a new creation so the image of God saving Noah is a wonderful 
illustration of God’s favour and redemption.  Given that Noah is saved by grace 
through judgement to enter a new creation we actually see here a prefiguration, an 
picture in advance of the whole sweep of the biblical narrative. 

The New Testament uses the stories of Noah as a type of the salvation that we 
are offered in Jesus. We are to realise the dreadful nature of sin and that God must 
judge it, not this time by water but calling all to account.  Jesus says that it will be just 
like the days of Noah, people will be going about their normal business when the time 
will come.  (Luke 17:26-27).   

The story of Noah then is not an ancient story to ponder but a warning that 
what we see around us will always be this way.  We try to avoid thinking this way.  I 
read an article in The Age this week which spoke of the busyness of modern life and it 
ended by saying “Maybe that's the attraction of busyness. If we never take a moment 
to stop and think, we don't have to face that hard truth [that time on earth is limited]'  
Whether it be through our own death or God’s intervention we may live as if so as to 
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avoid the idea of the end of ideas an the idea of judgement but we ultimately we 
cannot avoid either. 

But God the just judge remains the caring saviour who calls us as he called 
Noah to escape the judgement by following his plan of salvation.  As in the Noah story 
it is God who takes the initiative and works for our salvation.  No longer by an ark 
made of gopher wood, but a cross made of wood where we go for forgiveness, where 
Jesus takes our sins so the we can enter God’s new creation.  Just as those in the ark 
were kept safe from the flood and brought safe through judgement so through the 
cross those in Christ are brought safe through judgement. 

Through the cross we are kept safe from the flood and storm of judgement, or 
to mix our metaphors where we find our solid ground.  Through the cross the waters 
from God are no longer a threat bu well up with in us as the water of eternal life. 

The book of Hebrews encourages us as believers to emulate the faith of Noah 
(11:7).  Noah believed and obeyed God and so received salvation from God.  The 
God we believe in is the God who saved Noah.  In Noah he demonstrated that he can 
save even through the end of the world and in Jesus we see that he can save even 
through death.  We can trust this God because he has demonstrated both his power 
and his care.  We like Noah can only give thanks to God who through Jesus has so 
wonderfully saved us. 


