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Lonely in Paradise 
Genesis 2:4-25, Colossian 3:12-17, Matthew 7:7-12 

 
I wonder what your image of paradise is, what images come to mind?  Blue 

skies, beaches or mountains and crisp clean air, and who is there with you? But really 
is that why we are here, to have dreams of paradise? 

As we look at Genesis 2 we move from questions of who is behind the world, to 
why are we here, and as we consider the Biblical view of paradise we will see that we 
are here for relationships. 

GENESIS 2 A MORE INTIMATE PICTURE 

As we move into the body of Genesis 2 we have a structural marker at 2:4: 
“These are the generations of …”  These markers occur throughout Genesis signifying 
that we are moving to a new part of the story.  Yet there are links between the too 
passages. 

In Genesis 1 we have the creation of the world presented in broad brush 
strokes focusing on the power and majesty of the God who is the creator.  God 
dominates the chapter, being mentioned 28 times in 31 verses. 

In Genesis 2 many of the same points are made as in Genesis 1.  God creates 
all things.  Humanity is the most important part of the creation with an intimate 
relationship with God.   The Creator cares and provides for humanity, gives them a 
role in caring for creation and so on.  But in Genesis 2 we have a far more intimate 
picture.  

We can see this firstly in the title that is used of God, he is called the Lord God 
through out this chapter.  This is the name of God in the OT, Yahweh, his personal 
name.  We can see this also in the location of the action, rather than the cosmos we 
have in view a garden.  It is a scene we can all relate to, indeed the whole passage is 
interested in relationships, a relationships with God, relationships with the world and 
relationships with others. 

RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 

Firstly we see that we are made for a relationship with God. And one of the 
really amazing things that we see in Genesis 2 is how much God is involved in a 
relationship.   

God is not distant as some tend to think but intimately involved with his human 
creation.  We can dare to say that God got his hands dirty as he made humankind.  
He personally breathes life into the man, Adam, the one made from the dust, adamah.  
As we read through the chapter God provides for the dustling or earthling, both 
sustenance and beauty.  God speaks about the man, he observes the man and thinks 
about him, he brings things to him, and makes him the perfect companion.  If we were 
to move into chapter 3 we would see that God even comes visiting.  It is the kind of 
generous, close relationship which Jesus pictures for us as we are encouraged to ask, 
seek and knock as he is a God who loves to give, be found and open doors. This is 
the picture of an intimate relationship between creature and creator.   

NOT A RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN EQUALS  
However it remains a relationship between the creature and creator, it is not a 

relationship between equals.  It is God as the wise and wonderful creator who calls 
the shots, who says what are the limits of human freedom. 
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God gives a great deal of freedom but humanity are not to eat of the tree of the 
knowledge of Good and evil.  We will consider this again when we consider Genesis 3 
but the command seems to be one that says do not try to be God, let me be the judge 
of good and evil leave that to me because I really know.  I am judge because I am 
creator.  In choosing to go your own way you move away from the source of life and 
so will lose your life. 

Many people have found the idea of God calling the tune difficult, they want to 
be unfettered by divine limitations.  But I think that it makes good sense.  When we 
understand that God is the wise and wonderful creator, who we should praise, then 
we should let him make the rules. 

This then is the first relationship that we are made for, a relationship of love 
and obedience of our creator, enjoying all that he has provided for us.  This is what we 
are made for. 

RELATIONSHIP WITH THE WORLD 

The second relationship we see here is a relationship with the world.  The man 
is put in the garden to work it and care for it (2:15).  He is there to sustain the garden 
and it will sustain him.  This helps us understand the nature of the dominion that 
humanity is given in chapter 1.  It is a duty of care, a fiduciary duty. 

I have recently completed the Australian Institute of Company Directors Course 
and a major part of that course is helping the participants understand the idea of 
fiduciary duty, the director is always to work in good faith for the benefit of the 
company and not to misuse his position for his own benefit.  It is a position of faith, 
trust and duty.  This is the role that humanity is given in Genesis. 

The dominion is still here in chapter 2 for just as God names the cosmos and 
its constituent parts in chapter 1 here God’s representative shows his authority in 
naming and classifying each living creature. 

Here we see a great foundation for the pursuits of science for the 
understanding and classification of our world.  But this passage also sets some limits 
for science, does it work and care for the world or harm it is a question that always 
should be asked. 

This is part of the second relationship, what we are made for, appropriately 
caring for the world, we sustain the world so that it sustains us. 

RELATIONSHIP WITH OTHERS 

There is one more sets of relationships which man is made for. As you read 
through Genesis, chapter 2:18 comes as quite a shock.  All through chapter 1 God 
has looked at his world and it declared it is good 7 times, but when we get to chapter 
2:18 we discover that there is something which is not good.  It is not good for man to 
be alone.  We are created for relationship with others.  People do not like to be alone.  
I really enjoyed the Tom Hanks film Castaway where the main character whilst 
marooned on an island for 4 years befriends a volleyball rather than face being alone. 

Among all the animals that are brought to the man there is not one of them that 
fits the bill to stop man being alone, he needs a companion, he needs a helper.  And 
so God created woman, who brings forth a whoop of delight from the man, woo man, 
this is the one.  We need however to clarify one point.  Some have seen in the use of 
the word helper an implication that the woman is in some way inferior to the man, she 
is only there to be a slave and chattel for him.  This word “helper” is used of God so 
there is no way that we can look at such a description as implying inferiority. 

Rather here, as in Genesis 1, we have indications of equality both formed by 
God and it is only together that creation is again very good.  Matthew Henry, a bible 
commentator of the 18th century stated that God did not make woman “out of his head 
to rule over him, nor out of his feet to be trampled upon by him, but out of his side to 
be equal with him, under his arm to be protected, and near his heart to be beloved.” 
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MARRIAGE 
This leads to the great statement on the nature of marriage, we need to 

remember that marriage is part of God’s good creation. 
Probably the most embarrassing moment in ministry was as a curate at St 

Martin’s Killara when I locked the bride and groom in the vestry.  The wind blew as I 
came out to announce the happy couple and the door slammed shut operating the 
dead lock, no way in, no way out.   

We did eventually get the couple out but as I reflected on that incident with 
some embarrassment in the weeks that 
followed I realised that some people view 
marriage like that: something that locks you 
in, something that limits you.  Such a 
negative view of marriage is not the biblical 
view at all.  Marriage is not a human 
institution, not the invention of the church 
but a gift given to humanity in love in 
creation. 

All biblical thinking on marriage and 
sexual ethics flows from this statement.  
The church makes its stand on adultery 
and homosexual behaviour, all sex outside 
of marriage on the basis of this verse.  Not 
because it has a negative of view of sex 
but because it wants to put it where it 
should be, between husband and wife in a 
committed, life long relationship. 

RELATIONSHIPS 
Whilst there is much more that could be said on this subject the point is made 

that we are made for relationship and there is a beautiful description of the state of the 
relationship as we finish the chapter.  They are naked and unashamed.  Could there 
be any better way of describing a perfect relationship between two humans. 

PARADISE 

Here we see the biblical image of paradise, based not on lying on beaches but 
living in relationships, not in idleness but helpfulness.  Humanity responding in love 
and obedience to God looking for his provision, humanity caring for and being 
sustained by the world, and humanity loving and caring for each other.  That is what 
we are made for 

JESUS SHOWING THE WAY 
It is a very attractive picture, and one that we very rarely see.  I think the very 

attractiveness of this image helps explain the attractiveness of Jesus, for in him we 
see the life of paradise portrayed.  

We see him obeying God when tempted, doing as God says. 
We see him displaying dominion over the world in calming in the sea. 
We see him as he washes his disciples feet serving others. 
Genesis and Jesus agree that we are made for relationships.  This is the 

lifestyle that the people of God have been called to embody throughout history.  We 
can understand the laws of the Old Testament as ways to ensure that these 
relationships are maintained.  It is the lifestyle that we are called to. 

LIVING IT NOW. 
We have already noted the way in which Genesis stood against other visions of 

the world.  In the same way the message of Genesis 2 stands against other visions of 
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what it means to be human.  In fact to push other ideas will in fact dehumanise for it 
will go against the way that we are made. 

So if we put things at the centre of life then we dehumanise ourselves and also 
others, and we can see all too much of this in our society. 

If we put ourselves at the centre of life again we dehumanise our selves, we 
actually lose ourselves.  Conversely we find ourselves in relationship: relationship with 
God, with our world and with others. 

The image that Genesis puts forward to us is in fact a challenge to our 
materialist, selfish, self interested, self fulfilling society, and it is a challenge to us a 
part of the that society. 

We should stop and ponder why are we here and consider if we are living the 
life that God has intended for us.  I would especially encourage think about our 
relationships with others, a particularly appropriate question to ask in this week of 
Valentine’s Day.  Have we made other considerations more important than the people 
we love.  No one on their death bed says “I wish I could spend another hour in the 
office.” 

We may no longer live in paradise, we shall see next time that things have 
changed, but that does not mean that we should not try to live the life we have been 
designed for.  Jesus is our example, he is also our help.  Let us live the life that God 
intended, the life of paradise. 


