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In the Beginning  
Genesis 1:1-2:3; Revelation 4:6b-11, Matthew 6:28-34 

 
In Sydney where I used to live I used to drive past a building covered with pictures 

of dinosaurs along with the words “The answers are in Genesis” I always found this 
rather surprising as dinosaurs do not feature heavily in Genesis and made me wonder if 
the answers are in Genesis what actually was the question.   

In fact as moderns reading the first chapters of Genesis we may find that it seems 
to raise a number of questions.  Certainly a lot of questions in Scripture classes come 
from these chapters.  As we read Genesis we need to consider what questions the writer 
is trying to answer and put our questions on hold. 

As you read the first chapter of Genesis with its wonderful measured tone, its 
highly stylised form you realise that we do not have here a straight forward narrative, of 
the “let me tell you what happened” type.  The author seems not to be very interested in 
“how” questions rather he wants to answer “who” and “why” questions”: who made the 
world and what does that answers say about our world and about us?  The answers to 
such questions radically affect our world view, our action and our self understanding. 

We need to realise that then as now these questions are answered in a context 
where there were other answers around.  There is a polemical edge to Genesis.  It wants 
to affirm some truth and to deny others.  We need to let Genesis speak so that we can 
better understand our place in our world. 

The answers that Genesis gives to the questions that it is interested in are 
1. We live in a world that owes its existence to the one true God. 
2. We live in a world that is approved of by God 
3. We, as humanity are the climax of creation. 
We will also come to understand why we should thank God for Friday, as well as 

Sunday and Saturday. 

WE LIVE IN A WORLD THAT OWES ITS EXISTENCE TO THE ONE TRUE GOD 

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. (Gen 1:1). 
So starts the narrative of the Bible.  Quite simply put, God made everything simply 

by speaking them into existence.  And he makes everything a very ordered way.  He 
turns chaos into order.  That which was formless and void (v2) becomes formed and 
filled.  The creation is clearly presented as a process. 

 
Day Formed Day Filled 

1 Light from darkness 4 Lights (Sun, Moon stars) 

2 Water above and below, sky & ocean 5 Birds and fish 

3 Dry ground and vegetation 6 Animals & humanity 

 
So on the first day he makes night and day, on the fourth day he makes the sun, 

moon and stars for the day and night.  On the second day he separates the water from 
the sky and on the fifth day he makes fish for the water and birds for the sky.  On the 
third day he makes the dry land and on the sixth day he makes the animals and humans.  
If we had the time we could continue to look at the great care that is shown by God here 
in his creation and his concern for order.  

This story of creation is very, very different from the other stories that were told in 
the ancient near east.  The stories are full of battles between gods and great sea 
monsters with the world being made out of the dead carcass of one of the sea monsters.  
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Rather than stories of struggle we have a calm narrative of the one true God serenely 
creating through word alone. 

But we must also realise that this is different from some stories that we hear now.  
The stories of science tend to ignore the question of who, Genesis will not let us do that, 
there is someone responsible for this world:  God. 

Or consider the idea that God is like a watch maker who wound the world up and 
then let it go.  In the image of the Spirit of God hovering or brooding over the waters we 
see an image of God being intimately involved in the creative process and we see the 
way that he continues work in the development of the world. 

PRAISE 
So how does knowing this affect us now? I was once at graduation service at 

college training people for Christian youth ministry and the congregation was asked why 
we should praise God.  There was silence, which was quite a surprise given the number 
of prominent people there, including two bishops.  Eventually someone said because he 
loves us and everyone seemed to agree.  The Bible though I don’t think would agree.  
We should praise God because he is the creator, he is our creator. 

Rather we, like the worship of heaven recorded in Revelation 4:11, should say 
"You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honour and power, for you 
created all things, and by your will they were created and have their being." 

This is why we should thank God for Sunday, on the first day of the week it is good 
to be reminded of the Creator who said let there be light.  Four times in our Communion 
Service we are reminded that we are creatures and there is a creator. 

It is hard to read Genesis 1 without being moved to praise the God to whom this 
world owes its existence.  In grasping this we may perhaps also feel the shocking force of 
the start of John’s gospel where the word through whom the world was made became 
human and fully entered the world.  

WE LIVE IN A WORLD THAT IS APPROVED BY GOD 

This leads us to our second point.  Genesis tells us that God approves of his 
world.  There is the repeated refrain “And God saw that it was good”.   Humanity invents 
a new fridge and it is amazing, we design a car which is awesome.  God creates the 
entire cosmos and simply declares it very good. 

We can almost see God’s delight as he created the stars as well as the fish, the 
birds, in his desire for them to be fruitful and increase.  God is pleased with his world.  
We can see something of this attitude in Jesus attitude to life.  It is why Jesus can use 
nature as an illustration, we can learn of the nature of God from his creation.  It should 
teach us to trust is his bounty and goodness.  Here is the basis for science.  God has 
made a good ordered world for us to enjoy and explore and understand. 

This attitude to the world again is in stark contrast to other stories.  I have already 
mentioned how in one story the world is simple the carcass of a dead god.  In other 
stories the creation of the world is a mistake.  Such religions, such as Hinduism are 
dismissive of this world, the idea of salvation is to escape this world. 

Too often Christians have fallen into this trap.  The world to come is all that 
matters so it doesn’t matter what happens to or what we do to this world.  The story of 
creation warns us that this is not so.  This world is a wonderful part of God’s creation and 
we must treat it as such.  It is to be cared for and it is also there to be enjoyed. 

We should not fall into the trap of treating the world itself as divine (pantheism) or 
that divinity is in everything (panentheism).  We are not to worship creation.  It is 
interesting to note that the Sun and Moon, parts of creation which are often made into 
divinities are not even named in this account, just their function.  It is also made quite 
clear what the purpose of the stars is and who put them there. 
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Genesis tells us that the world is wonderful but that it isn’t God.  Rather the 
wonderfulness of creation should lead us to praise. 

WE ARE THE HIGH POINT OF CREATION 

The wonder of creation may also lead, as it leads the writer of Psalm 8, to wonder 
about our place in the grand scheme of things. 

As we read Genesis 1 it is clear that the creation of humanity is some kind of 
climax towards which the whole of the chapter is moving.  The world is made for 
humanity.  This is emphasised by the way in which humanity is described as being the 
image and likeness of God. 

Much ink has been spent on what this idea of being God’s image may mean.  The 
image of a ruler in the ancient world represented the ruler, and was a sign of his 
authority.  Thus it seems best to me to understand this idea of the image of God in terms 
of humanity being God’s representative in the world.  It is thus a term of relationship, a 
special relationship with God, through which we have a relationship of dominion and care 
for the world which he made.  Being made in the image of God gives us both dignity and 
responsibility. 

OTHER STORIES 
Yet again here we have a radical difference between the story of Genesis and 

other ancient stories.  In one such story humanity is created because the gods are bored 
with having to get themselves food.  In Genesis God provides humanity with food rather 
vice versa. 

But here we also have a radically different answer to who we are than those that 
are put forward by some following the “stories” of science.  Jacques Monod in the 1970’s 
could write “The ancient covenant is in pieces; man at last knows that he is alone in the 
unfeeling immensity of the universe, out of which he emerged only by chance.” 

Such an understanding cannot help but give a pessimistic view of life, it cannot 
help but colour a person’s world view and ultimately his view of fellow humans. 

THE BIBLE’S VIEW 
The Bible could not disagree more.  We are not a fluke or a functionary we are the 

crowning glory of God’s creation.  There is great dignity in being human and it is a dignity 
that belongs to every human.  The text in v 27 very specifically makes it clear that 
humanity, male and female are part of the image of God.  In fact as the text reads it is 
only together that they form the image of God.   

But there is also another implicit factor in the text.  Compare v24-25 with v26-27.  
When God created fish, birds and animals he does so according to their kind, this is not 
said of humanity.  There is only humanity and every human is made in the image of God.  
It is interesting that there is no mention made of race, or class. 

Genesis 1 then is a death blow to both racism and sexism, we all have equal 
dignity before God.  This is why we should thank God for Friday, the 6th day, it 
guarantees all that it means to be human.  This dignity is further underlined in Jesus 
becoming human without ceasing to be God, dignity and responsibility indeed. 

Understanding this about humanity must impact on how we think about issues 
such as euthanasia, abortion, but particularly refugees and asylum seekers, in the image 
of God he made them. 

We must continue to stand for the biblical dignity of humanity. 

WORK? 
A point that we must not miss however is that the creation of humanity is not the 

end.  This is only day 6, there is a seventh day, a day in which God rests from his work of 
creation.  This day is unlike the others in that it does not seem to end it goes on. 

While there is much that could be said here, the implication is that humanity was 
created to enjoy this rest with God.  That is the point of the Sabbath in the Old 
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Testament.  A time to rest from labour and enjoy the creation of God.  We should give 
thanks to God for Saturday, the 7th day. 

This is a sharp reminder to us in our world which is so dominated by the idea of 
work and with every increasing work loads and work hours that the essence of humanity 
is not work but rest. 

CONCLUSION 

The questions that Genesis seeks to answer are not then the how questions that 
we may have but rather are questions as to who made the world, what is the nature of 
the world and who are we. 

The answers to those questions in Genesis are truly liberating.  We do not live in 
world of chance but in a wonderfully ordered world created by the powerful God who has 
made us in his own image.  This is something that should move us to praise this creator 
God but also effect the way that we live in his world. 


