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iWay iTruth iLife 
Waiting is a really tough thing to do, as anyone who has sat in a doctor’s surgery 

or at the bank knows.  One of the wonderful things for me about modern technology is 
the way that it has transformed waiting time.  If you have your iPod or some other digital 
device you can read a book, play a game, listen to music, or even watch a video.  It 
really helps getting you through the waiting. 

Advent is a time of waiting, awaiting the return of our King.  This year in Advent 
we have been thinking about iGod, the iAm statements of Jesus where he claims to 
speak as God.  As such he says to the crowds that he is the bread of life and the light of 
the world, to those who are interested that he is the door and good shepherd, but to 
those of us who know this, what are we to do as we wait?  To his disciples Jesus says 
his last three iAm statements.  These are his instructions, the apps of the iGod, for us to 
use as we wait.  We will see that they concern hope, direction and connectedness but 
will also remind us that the iGod is broken. 

I AM THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE – HOPE (JOHN 11:17-27) 

In John 11, as Jesus enters Bethany after the death of his great friend Lazarus, 
he is accosted by the deceased’s sister, Martha.  “If only you were here Lazarus would 
not have died.”  It shows faith but it is certainly a questioning faith, with any hope only in 
the distant future.  Jesus, however, challenges by saying, “I am the resurrection and the 
life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and 
believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?”  Then to underline this claim he calls 
Lazarus from his grave, as a foreshadowing of his own greater resurrection. 

At its most basic, it reminds us that Christianity offers hope in the face of death.  
When Walt Disney died in the late 60’s he had his body frozen in the hope that at some 
stage in the future they would be able to unfreeze him and cure him.  Cryogenics is an 
industry that feeds on the fear of death, some people can’t afford to have their whole 
body frozen and so only have their head, which doesn’t sound like a lot of fun even if the 
process does work.  Christianity as seen in Jesus is about Resurrection, the whole 
person, body and soul, not just head.  In the face of death we can have confidence and 
we know that it works.  This is a great thing to remember as we wait. 

But I think Jesus is saying more than this.  One of the most common ways of 
thinking is “If only…”.  If only I hadn’t taken that job, if only I had scored that goal, if only 
had asked that girl out.. and so on.  We look back wishing we could change the past.  
That is why films like Back to the Future are so popular because they play with the 
fantasy of being able to do things differently a second time round.  It is of course fantasy, 
we cannot change the past. 

But in Jesus we can see that the future can be transformed.  Looking to Jesus as 
the resurrection and life turns questions of “If only …” to “If Jesus …”  If Jesus is who he 
says then what ever may have happened in the past, we can look forward to the future 
with hope.  With this God who is revealed in Jesus there is always hope. 

Many of us will may be going through difficult times, can I encourage you to take 
your “If onlys …” to Jesus knowing he will listen.  I can’t say what will happen but in 
Christ there is always hope. 

I AM THE WAY AND THE TRUTH AND THE LIFE – DIRECTION (JOHN 14:1-8) 

The next iAm Jesus speaks to his disciples as he tells them that he is going way 
but they should not let their hearts be troubled, he is going to prepare a place for them.  
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Thomas rightly asks what is the way to this place?  Jesus says “I am the way, the truth 
and the life.”   

What is the way?  Jesus is speaking of the way to the Father, the way to be part 
of God’s kingdom and family.  In some ways it is like the door image, but it carries a 
more dynamic picture of following in Jesus’ path.  As we wait, we need to keep looking 
to Jesus not only as our saviour, which he most certainly is, but as our role model.  The 
closer we follow him the more we will start to look like him.  His most characteristic 
quality is of course his love which he has just shown by his great humility in washing his 
disciples’ feet. 

Gracious Way 
This may be a challenge to some who feel that they follow this way so badly so 

haltingly.  One of the wonderful things about this wondrous passage is that it comes 
directly after Peter has just been told that he will deny Jesus three times that night.  To 
this group of fault ridden, failing, unfaithful disciples, Jesus make this wonderful promise 
of preparing a place for them, even them.  Here we see Jesus revealing the truth about 
God. 

Really Living 
It is worth remembering that Jesus calls this “the life.”  We can often look at the 

lifestyle of the rich and famous and think “Now, that’s really living.”  Jesus says that is 
not the case at all, to follow in his way of humble service is really living. 

Pope Francis has recently been named Time Magazine’s Person of the Year.  
The media are fascinated with his attack on trickle down economics, and his giving up of 
some of the trappings of his office and his embracing of the poor and outcast.  But as an 
article in the Washington Post put it, “Like Pope Francis, you’ll love Jesus.” 

Jesus demonstrates that the lifestyle of the divine is rather different than that of 
the rich and famous.  But as we are made in the image of God it is as we follow Jesus 
path that we are most truly human and alive.   

It will not be an easy path, Jesus way was not easy but it is worth it for it is not 
only the way of God, it is the way to God.  If we are honest we know that chasing the 
things of this world in the end is empty and leads nowhere.  It is when we serve others, 
love others, give of ourselves that we find true satisfaction, for this is the way, the truth 
and the life, for it is the way the truth and life of the king and the kingdom for which we 
wait. 

I AM THE VINE YOU ARE THE BRANCHES – CONNECTEDNESS (JOHN 15:1-6) 

The last image that Jesus uses is going to cause some mixed agricultural and 
technological metaphors.  Jesus says to his followers “I am the vine, you are the 
branches”  It is an image that is both empowering and challenging.  Firstly, challenging 
because it puts us in our place.  We want to be self sufficient, self reliant, but if we are 
branches of the vine then it is only in connection with the vine that we survive and are 
fruitful. 

To flick to the technological image there is little use to a digital device that has no 
power, if it is not connected to the power you might as well use it as a skimming stone.  
We have to stay connected to Jesus.  Not only is this the way of life but also of 
fruitfulness.  Challengingly Jesus says the way to stay connected to him is to obey his 
commands, his command to love as he loved and so on.  So as we are connected to him 
we will look more like him: that is the fruit.  We will be both powered by and in sync with 
him, just like a vine and a fruitful vine. 

Community 
But there is more to this image, for this is not only about being connected to the 

iGod but also about connection with each other.  If a branch is connected to the vine, 
then through the vine it is connected to all the other branches.  Indeed as Jesus calls 
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himself the vine he is using a great image of the Old Testament for the people of God 
and he is saying that it is in him that we are part of the people of God.  Like when we use 
modern technology we are connected to others, so as we think through this image we 
have to realise that we are connected to our fellow believers, and we are to love each 
other as we wait.  That too is part of the fruit. 

Pruning 
But the vine imagery also has the rather less pleasant imagery of pruning.  Now 

here we go seriously beyond my horticultural expertise.  I have absolutely no idea how to 
prune.  But of this I am sure, it is not something the plant looks forward to, yet it is the 
way to true fruitfulness. 

God desires for us to be fruitful, and the way for this to happen is for us to be 
pruned.  Those parts of us that do not help us be fruitful, or that are growing in the wrong 
direction, need to be cut off. 

The images of this series could be used as a pruning exercise. Each day take one 
of the “I am” sayings, think about it, ponder what it means, use your imagination, and as 
you do so pray that Jesus will work within you so that you may draw from them the life 
giving, fruit producing sap.  As you do so you may become aware of attitudes that need 
to be reformed or changed, but it will be the way to fruitfulness. 

CONCLUSION 

Here then are three powerful images, apps of the iGod to use as we wait, but you 
may have noticed that it is all about Jesus, he is the bread, light, door, shepherd, 
resurrection, way, truth, life, and the vine.  Jesus, the iGod is truly at the heart of our 
faith, but there is one last iAm in John’s Gospel and it is here that we are reminded that 
central to all this is that the iGod is broken. 

In John 18:5 as Jesus is arrested, the mob approaches Jesus who asks “Who do 
you want?”  “Jesus of Nazareth” they reply. Jesus says “I am he” or more literally “I am.”  
As Jesus is led off to be crucified he goes off as God, the I AM.  For it is there on the 
cross that all the “I am” sayings find their fullest meaning. 

On the cross the light of the world revealing the love of God shines most brightly. 
On the cross the bread of life is broken and offered. On the cross the door is opened to 
eternal life, as our great and good shepherd goes before us into the valley of the shadow 
of death as he lays down his life for the seen.  It is from the cross as he is raised from 
the dead we see that he is the resurrection and the life, we know that he is the way, the 
truth and the life, and from the cross flows the life giving sap that the vine offers. 

We will only truly understand all that God has done for us in Jesus, iGod, when 
we understand that he was broken, broken for us.  It is the great love that this shows that 
comforts us as we wait, but knowing that should also bring us great joy as the day of his 
return draws near.  


