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iGod & iLight 
Readings: Isaiah 2:1-5, Romans 13:9-14, Matthew 24:36-44. 

 
Few things get the technologically nerdy more excited than knowing that there is 

something new coming.  A new phone, a new gaming system, a new operating system.  
The papers report on it, people want to know what are its features, what are the apps, 
how do I get one and how do I look after it, and how long do I have to wait. 

Advent is a time of waiting for something new, something far bigger when the 
whole universe will get a new operating system, but as we are reminded of that we may 
start to wonder what are the features, how do we get it and how do we look after the 
investment that we have put into it, and how does it affect how we live now as we wait.  
We find the answers to that not in looking forward but in looking back to Jesus first 
advent.  In doing so we will understand the hope that we look forward to at Advent, but 
also where need to repent. 

I thought in sync with our iGod tech savy advertising, or even adventising, for our 
Christmas services that in Advent would look at the seven iAm sayings of Jesus in 
John’s gospel.  For John has woven them in to his gospel in such a way as to show us 
what the Jesus for whom we wait offers, how we get it, and how we look after it.  This 
week what is on offer. 

I AM THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD (JOHN 8:12) 

At the start of creation God says “Let there be light” it is fundamental basic need 
for life.  The beginning of John’s Gospel looks back to the creation saying that the true 
light is coming into the world and in John 8:12 Jesus claims to be that light, the light of 
the world, and says that those that follow him will never walk in darkness. 

The Danger of not walking in the light 
Walking in darkness is a very dangerous activity.  I love English Soccer so most 

years I stay up to watch the F.A. Cup Final which finishes way after midnight.  My wife is 
not so keen and so she goes to bed, which means that after the game I have to carefully 
enter the darkened bedroom so as to not wake George.  One year I crept in, because it 
was dark I couldn’t see that there was a laundry basket at the end of the bed so I tripped 
over it.  As anyone who has fallen over knows there is a moment of complete clarity that 
occurs once you are falling.  I remember thinking, it’s OK, the wardrobe is next to me, I 
will put out my hand and it will stop me from falling.  Unfortunately, because it was dark, I 
couldn’t see that the wardrobe door was open, so rather than breaking my fall, I fell 
straight into the wardrobe.  (And yes I did wake George up!)  None of this would have 
happened if I was walking in the light. 

Walking in What light? 
We then should be grateful that Jesus comes as the Light of the World so that we 

can walk in the light.   But what exactly is Jesus talking about, what kind of light does he 
bring.  

 As we read through John’s Gospel we can see that Jesus here is claiming to 
reveal God to the world, he has come to show us what God is like.  God does not want 
us to stumble around trying to find out what he is like so he has sent Jesus to show us 
just what he is like.  Jesus will later to say to his disciple Philip that anyone who has 
seen him has seen God the Father (John 14:9).  Jesus then, in some sense, is God. 
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This claim is actually implicit in all the “I am” sayings.   “I am” was the name of 
God in the Old Testament, so in a thinly veiled way Jesus is claiming to be none other 
than God himself.  When Jesus says iAm he is saying iGod. 

This is a stupendous and stupefying claim worth of our full attention or it is a 
stupid claim to be dismissed.  Jesus is either God come among us and needs to be 
heard, or he is an ancient delusionist and should be ignored.  Jesus is either the Light of 
the World or light in the head.  As CS Lewis said last century given this central claim of 
Jesus to be God that “Christianity is a statement which, if false, is of no importance, and 
if true is of infinite importance.  The one thing that it cannot be is moderately important.”  
The evidence is there to be investigated, Jesus encouraged people to look to the 
evidence to back up his claims, the ultimate evidence, of course, being his resurrection.   

But we should be in no doubt as to who Jesus is claiming to be, iAm equals iGod. 

What is God like? 
In Jesus then we move beyond the question of is there a god to the far more 

important question of what is he like.  In Jesus we discover that God is a Father and that 
he loves this world.  We see what that love looks like in the way that Jesus treats people.  
Jesus always treats people as if they matter.  He provides wine for an anonymous 
wedding couple, he spends time talking to an outcast Samaritan woman, he spends time 
with the disabled, he deals sensitively with a woman caught in adultery, and shows great 
patience with his at times unbelievably slow friends and even with those implacably 
opposed to him. 

Jesus then as the light of the world not only shows us what God is like but shows 
us a new way to live; a way of living that treats all people with respect and compassion.  

Jesus was always tough on sin and evil but also showed the forgiving love of God 
to all who would turn to him and offered rest.  He thus also shines light for our path 
encouraging us to follow his ways of holiness, forgiveness, and peace, the kind that the 
world cannot give. 

It is because all that Jesus said and did revealed God that the message of 
Christianity has always not just been about what Jesus said but also what he did.  Jesus 
did not point us to the light, he is the light of the world inviting all to walk in his light. 

This is the light that the Old Testament prophets looked forward to all the nations 
walking in, and this is the light that we are to walk in. 

Jesus is then the iGod with the iLight feature which shows us the truth about God 
and the way we are to live.  The more that we look at such light however we may realise 
that in this light we don’t look so good and we may as Paul says need to throw away the 
works of darkness if we are to walk in the ways of light and love. 

BREAD OF LIFE 

Jesus offers us then one basic necessity of life, light, but he also offers another, 
food, bread, that which keeps us alive and satisfies.  He offers us bread that will last to 
eternity.  Here perhaps we have light shone on us in a way that we don’t like. 

Jesus, in John 6, has fed over 5000 people and not surprisingly they come back 
the next day looking for seconds and Jesus says to them do not work for food which 
spoils but for food that will last to eternal life. 

Most of us, if we are honest spend our time working for things that do not last, we 
work for things that will spoil.  (I have spoken previously of my battery collection.)    What 
ever we collect in this life in the end will end up like my battery collection, spoiled and 
ruined, and we cannot take it with us when we go.  Yet we still go on collecting to fill that 
hole inside that only something eternal will satisfy. 

Social and economic commentator, Clive Hamilton, has said that our society is 
afflicted with Affluenza, we have money which we use to mask our need by consumption 
of things which simply cannot satisfy.  Yet we still keep on consuming and working for 
that which will spoil.   
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Jesus offers himself as the bread of life which satisfies the deep human desire for 
something eternal, “I am the bread of life, he who comes to me will never go hungry.” 

What is Jesus talking about?  Chapter 6 of John, from which this saying comes, is 
dominated by the concept of eternal life, being raised to a new life in the future in a 
restored creation.  Many of us do not spend much time thinking about heaven reflecting 
on what it will be like, perhaps this is because for us in Australia this life is so good.  
Aldous Huxley once said that “If you are a busy film-going, newspaper reading, 
chocolate eating modern, then death is hell.”  When we think we live in paradise we tend 
not to think of what is to come. 

Yet the Bible says that there is something better to come for those who trust in 
Jesus.  In 1Corinthians 15 Paul uses one of his favourite metaphors of clothes to 
describe the difference between this life and the life to come.  Paul talks about the 
perishable being clothed with imperishable, the mortal clothed with immortal.  

I spoke earlier about falling into the wardrobe.  Now 
had the light been on at the time I may have seen a number 
of items of clothing that I used to wear, that I used to think 
were so cool, but now I wouldn’t be seen dead in them, 
things like my “Life Be In It” T Shirt, from the depths of the 
70’s.  We look back at them now and laugh at what we used 
to think was so good.  When we are in eternity we will look 
back at this life, perhaps wearing our own “Eternal Life, I’m in 
it” T-Shirts we will laugh about how we used to think the old 
life was so good, and how now we will never have to worry 
about being seen dead in anything, for death itself will be a 
thing of the past. 

Jesus is offering something glorious in the future, 
something eternal, lasting, fulfilling.  But Jesus says that this 
is not just something for the future, John’s gospel says that we have eternal life, and also 
says that Jesus has come that we may have life to the full.   

How can this be true?  I would suggest that as we know that we have eternal life 
and that it comes from the gift of Jesus to us that we have a means of not getting caught 
up in the things of this world that can take us away from really living, we know that life is 
not about budgets, finances, politics, sport, it is a world of relationships as Jesus has 
shown us, that is really living for relationships are the only thing that we will take into 
eternity. 

HOW DO YOU GET THESE THINGS 

Well here are two main features of the iGod, light and bread.  True knowledge of 
God and the promise of eternal life.  Some of you might be thinking, “Well how do I get 
it?”  To get the answer to that question you’ll have to come back next week! 

But as a taster Jesus says that he is the bread of life.  I can hold a loaf of bread 
before you, it can look very tasty but it is not going to do anyone any good just showing it 
to you.  Two things have to happen, the bread has to be broken, and you have to take it.   

Jesus, as he declares himself to be the bread of life, points forward to the cross 
where he will be broken and offered to the world, and it is there on the cross that Jesus 
shines most brightly as the light of the world and dealing with its darkness.  At the cross 
we see something of the imaginable height and depth and width of God’s love for his 
world.  Looking to the cross there can be no doubt that the light is shining but will you 
walk in it, the bread has been offered but will you take it? 


