
Preached at St. David’s 8/12/13 (Advent 2)      iDoor & iShepherd  1 

iDoor & iShepherd 
Readings: Isaiah 11:1-10; Roma 15:4-13; Matthew 3:1-12 

 
If you cast your eyes to the High Sanctuary you will see our nativity scene, it is 

one of many that no doubt you will see this Christmas.  The image of the family with the 
child with sheep and shepherds seems a very safe image.  And who was born?  The 
Good Shepherd, another safe image.  Many of us can probably remember from Sunday 
School pictures of dubious artistic worth with a rather anemic Jesus with sensible beard, 
lamb on his shoulders with many very white 1950s children around him.  Bad art 
perhaps but safe. 

But we are reminded in our readings that this child who was born was in one 
sense anything but safe.   Isaiah prophecies that he is the one who is to establish God’s 
kingdom of justice and righteousness and so transform the world.  John the Baptist calls 
people to repent as they prepare to the deal with the man this child has grown up to be.  
These are life and world changing ideas. 

In our iGod kindles hope series we are reminding ourselves of who Jesus is as 
we live between his birth which we are to celebrate and his return which we await.  We 
are looking at his claims in John’s Gospel, as he says “I am the Door and the Good 
Shepherd”, iDoor and iShepherd, we will, I pray, see past our common safe images of 
Jesus, to see to the challenge that these images bring to bear on us, the need for 
repentance, but ultimately to see that in this door and this Shepherd there is in fact true 
safety. 

I AM THE DOOR 

Doors are very useful things, they allow entry to what is inside as well as 
providing security when inside.  Yet doors can cause trouble. 

Perhaps the most famous of Gary Larson’s Far Side cartoons is the Midvale 
School for the Gifted, where a small gifted child is pushing hard against a door clearly 
labelled pull.  I remember having a similar experience at a psychiatric ward where 
neither I nor the nurse could open the door until we finally tried pulling rather then 
pushing.  Jesus said “I am the gate”, or “the door” and many struggle with using this door 
properly. 

The Only Door: Exclusive Claim 
We need to note that this is an exclusive claim.  Last week we looked at how 

Jesus offers light, true knowledge of God and the bread of life,  eternal life which starts 
now.  Jesus says the only way to get these benefits, to come inside is through him.  
There is no way of ignoring this part of Jesus’ claim, for he compares himself with others 
who try to enter by some other way and he says they are thieves and robbers. 

Jesus is the only door.  If we want what Christianity offers it can only be found in 
Jesus. 

An Open Door: The Nature of Jesus 
This sounds so exclusive leading to the question of why aren’t there other doors?  

I would have thought a better question is knowing whether we know if the door is open.  
As long as there is one open door that is all we need. 

The image of a closed door is a powerful.  When we think our life is going in one 
direction and that is no longer possible we speak of that door being closed.  There may 
be a time when we will rattle the doors trying to open them.  Many of us with the way life 
may have treated us can understand the Ziggy cartoon, with him standing in front of a 
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door marked opportunity but the door handle has come off in his hands.  A closed door 
is not a good experience. 

The wonderful news of the Christian gospel is that with what we know of Jesus 
we can know that the door is open and an open door is an invitation to walk through.  As 
we looked at last week, the “I am” statements of Jesus invite a response.  Bread has to 
be eaten, light has to be walked in, doors have to be entered. The entrance to the 
wonderful and beautiful image of a restored creation that we see in Isaiah 11 is to be 
found in Jesus. 

A Security Door:  
We will consider what this means in a minute but we should also note that Jesus 

is not only playing with the image of the open door but also the security door.  Those 
who walk through are safe for the door will protect those inside. 

The Jewish shepherd used to put the sheep in a walled sheep pen for the night 
and he lay in the gap in the wall.  He literally was the door to keep the sheep safe.  
There is a great focus in this passage on the safety, the eternal safety of those who 
come in by this door, for this is a great security door.  Furthermore this was not about 
being locked away but having life and having it abundantly. 

I AM THE GOOD SHEPHERD 

Now what does it mean to go through the door?  As we shall see by changing the 
image from door to shepherd it means firstly recognise who Jesus is, recognising 
something about ourselves and finally recognising what Jesus has done for us. 

Recognising Something About Jesus. 
As Jesus says “I am the Good Shepherd” he is making a big claim on an number 

of levels.  At a basic level he is claiming to be the leader of God’s people.  Unlike in 
Australia where the shepherd drives the sheep along, in the Middle East the shepherd 
leads his flock calling the sheep by name from the pen.  A shepherd is a leader. 

Looking deeper with the clear echo back to Psalm 23 Jesus is claiming to take the 
place of God in that Psalm, he is claiming to have God’s authority.  This is backed up 
with as we looked at last week, when Jesus uses the phrase “I am” he is saying “I am 
God”.  This is more than just a nice comforting agricultural image it is a confronting 
challenge as to who is really in charge.  It should not surprise us that when Jesus said 
these things some thought he was demon possessed and out of his mind. 

But here we see what it is to go through the door, we are to grasp who Jesus is, 
he is the God appointed leader, he is the Lord, he deserves our loyalty, and our 
obedience. 

Now this may seem a little intimidating but it worth remembering that one aspect 
of this shepherd is that he is the good shepherd.  Now in this day of economic 
rationalism a good shepherd might be the one that makes the best return on each 
sheep, or the one that causes the least damage to the environment.  But good here 
means something else.  If you go to Muffin Munchies just down from the Cathedral their 
muffins are good.  But if you go Pilgrim Coffee Shop their muffins are goood. 

Jesus is the goood shepherd.  What is it that makes him the such a shepherd.  It 
is his care for the sheep.  Jesus as he uses this image is comparing himself with other 
potential shepherds and is saying loud and clear that unlike them his concern is always 
for the wellbeing of the sheep.  As we follow this shepherd we can be sure that he has 
our best interests at heart. 

So the first thing we have to realise is that Jesus is the good shepherd with the 
authority of God and he loves the sheep. 

Realising Something About Ourselves. 
But there is a flip side of this claim by Jesus to be the shepherd.  It implies that we 

are sheep!  Now this is not a compliment to the human race, sheep are not known for 
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their intelligence, they are stubborn, and they need a shepherd.  I have heard of feral 
cats, dogs, even chickens, but never feral sheep.  Without a shepherd a sheep is in 
grave danger, the sheep need the shepherd. 

This is something we all need to recognise, we are dependant creatures.  We 
don’t like this idea, we want to be the shepherd, we want to run our own lives our own 
way but we keep mucking it up.  It is no surprise that the Bible uses sheep for an image 
of the mess that humanity makes of things “We all like sheep have gone astray, each to 
his own way.”  That is what we do, we go astray.  The Bible calls this sin, and we all do 
it, we don’t live the way that God tells us and how Jesus our shepherd shows us.  Such 
behaviour puts us sheep in deadly peril. 

Realising What Jesus Has Done for Us. 
This leads us finally to realising what Jesus has done for us. 
You see there is something very odd in this saying about Jesus being the good 

shepherd.  He says the Good Shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.  Now this is 
such a well known phrase, beloved of Christian devotion that we miss just how weird this 
saying is.  A good shepherd should surely stay alive for the sheep, not die, a dead 
shepherd is not of much use to sheep.  Now it might make more natural sense if Jesus 
says that he was willing to die for the sheep, that would seem more sensible, more noble 
(even if perhaps placing an overly high value on the sheep).  But that is not what he 
says, he says quite plainly that he will die for the sheep.  That is the plan. 

This can only mean that the sheep are in truly grave danger and that the only way 
to save them is for the shepherd to die.  What is going on?  The deadly danger to the 
sheep is sin and death, which is the natural consequence of sin.  Jesus has come to 
deal with the problem of sin and death.   

How does he do this?  In an ironic twist the shepherd becomes a lamb, he 
becomes a sheep.  John the Baptist has declared at the beginning of John’s Gospel 
when he sees Jesus, “Behold the lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” In 
Jesus we have the fulfilment of the wonderful prophecies of Isaiah 53. 

Jesus death is the means of opening the door for all people to come into God’s 
flock, his family, and is the ultimate sign of Jesus love for us, that he is truly the goood 
shepherd who came as one of us sheep to die for us all. 

In the resurrection of Jesus we can see that the twin enemies of the sheep, sin 
and death, have been triumphed over.  Whilst the shepherd may have been dead he is 
now back leading the flock and calling others to join and follow him as their Good 
Shepherd.  And by triumphing over death we can face this life in hope and confidence 
that though we will at times walk through the valley of death we follow a shepherd who 
will lead us into the next life.  Here with this good shepherd is eternal safety. 

CONCLUSION: HEARING THE VOICE OF THE SHEPHERD 

Here then are two central features of Jesus, iGod, iDoor and iShepherd these 
seemingly safe images contain great challenges to us but ultimately they both offer 
security.  The door is open to abundant life and God’s kingdom, the self sacrificing 
Shepherd calls us to hear his voice and follow him. 

Let us pray that many this Advent and Christmas may see past the safe images to 
the awesome reality of who Jesus and so find eternal and life changing security, and 
may that be true for us all here today. 

 
Lord Jesus, door to salvation, great shepherd of the sheep, may we hear your 

voice, call our names so that we may enter into eternal life. 


