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Here the Word of the Lord 
Readings: Nehemiah 8:2-12; 2Timothy 3:14-17; Luke 4:1-11 

 
I wonder what expectations you have for the next 10 to 15 minutes, what do you 

expect to happen?  Have you given any thought to them at all, do you expect that you will 
afterward? 

Do you have any expectations at all?  I wonder if you ever think about my 
expectations, hoping that you will listen wondering if what I say will have any impact. 

It would be fair to say that often people do not have high expectations of 
preaching.  In fact the whole enterprise is frowned upon by communications experts, by 
social scientists, even by some theologians let alone those who occupy the pews week 
by week, or more eloquently by those who don’t..  The whole idea can be summed up as 
I read in one book this week about preaching that it is “a monstrous monologue by a 
moron to mutes.” 

And yet here we are, preaching is part of what we do week by week. 
If we are to understand the concept of preaching we will first have to consider the 

place of the Scriptures, the Bible, in our services. 

CENTRALITY OF THE BIBLE TO THE ANGLICAN CHURCH 

We are having a sermon series called “What are we doing here?” looking at what 
we do in our services at the Cathedral. 

One of the things that you can’t help but notice about our services as is that they 
are full of the Scriptures.  If you look at page 122 the section marked The Ministry of the 
Word doesn’t look very long but our service sheet gives a better idea.  The reading of 
Scripture is an important and fundamental part of any Anglican service. 

THE ARTICLES (6,19,20) 
This centrality of the scriptures in services flows from the understanding of Church 

which is encapsulated in the 39 Articles, the constitution of the Anglican Church, dating 
back to 1562.  They can be found at the back of the Prayer Book 

In Article 6  it is stated that all that is needed to be believed for salvation is in the 
Scriptures, and nothing that is outside of Scripture, Old and New Testament, need be 
believed.  The Church is founded on the Scriptures. 

More than that Article 19 defines the Church a gathering of the faithful “in which 
the pure Word of God is preached and the sacraments duly administered”, that is without 
the Scriptures there can be no Church. 

In Article 20 it is made clear that the ultimate authority in the Church is Scripture.  
For the Church then the Bible is the foundation, the lifeblood, and the guardian. 

HISTORY 
These were not mere words.  When the English Church was established in the 

16th Century one of the first steps of reformation was that Bibles in English were to be put 
into each Church so that they could be read to the people in a language they could 
understand. 

And the services, of which our services are the direct descendants were 
developed putting the focus on the reading of Scripture.  The services of Morning and 
Evening Prayer were to follow a pattern of Bible reading known as the lectionary which 
meant that the whole of the Bible read on a regular basis in public worship.  There would 
be three readings, Old Testament, New Testament and Psalm, but in between these 
readings would be canticles, or songs which were in fact other parts of Scripture.  Bp 
Cranmer instituted the idea of responding to Scripture with Scripture. 
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The whole of the service was to be shaped and formed by Scripture and 
resounding with the sound of Scripture. 

HEAR THE WORD OF THE LORD 
And why should there be this focus on the reading of Scripture?  Ultimate we find 

the answer if the response we hear after the after the Bible reading, Hear the Word of the 
Lord. 

We dare to believe that in the Scriptures that God is speaking to us and for this we 
are thankful.  We believe as 2Timothy 3 puts it that all Scripture is inspired, or breathed 
out by God, that he speaks to us. 

We say as a matter of faith there here the Word of the Lord is our foundation, our 
lifeblood and our guardian. 

This is an astounding concept God is speaking to us. 

THE PURPOSE OF SCRIPTURES 

Whilst it is good to celebrate that God speaks to us and ponder its implications but 
what is the reading of Scripture supposed to do. 

Back in 2 Timothy 3 Paul tell us that it is to have 4 purposes or uses. 

TEACH 
Firstly it is useful for teaching, for helping us to learn.  Primarily the learning should 

points us to Jesus.  
Paul in 2 Timothy says that the Scriptures are to make us wise to salvation in 

Jesus Christ.  The Scriptures are not just religious instruction or history they are God’s 
instrument to bring us to the one who is the Word made flesh, the light of the world who 
came to us, which is symbolised in the reading of the Gospel in the midst of the 
congregation, often surrounded by light.  We focus our thinking on him in our response of 
Glory or Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

The importance of this idea was shown in a comment of Peter Hitchins, the 
Christian brother of well known atheist Christopher, on Q&A last week.  

He said  “The most dangerous idea in human history and philosophy remains the 
belief that Jesus Christ was the Son of God and rose from the dead. And that is the most 
dangerous idea you will ever encounter.” 

It is so dangerous “because it alters the whole of human behavior and all our 
responsibilities,” Hitchins said. “It turns the universe from a meaningless chaos into a 
designed place in which there is justice and there is hope and, therefore, we all have a 
duty to discover the nature of that justice and work towards that hope. It alters us all, If 
we reject it, it alters us as well.” 

It certainly must impact as we read the Scriptures.  Not the famous prayer for the 
Second Sunday of Advent picks up this idea.  We pray that as we read, mark, learn and 
inwardly digest the Scriptures that we will hold fast to the hope and salvation that we 
have in Jesus.  It is not simply about learning information, it is about being informed 
about our salvation and our saviour. 

In the light of this we all have much to learn from the Scriptures as they point us to 
Christ, as we learn about our God, our world and ourselves. 

REBUKE 
Secondly the Scriptures then will rebuke us.  This is not something that we enjoy, 

but there are times when it is necessary.  Paul had earlier in the passage spoken of 
those who “were lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, 
disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, without love, unforgiving, slanderous, 
without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of 
pleasure rather than lovers of God-- having a form of godliness but denying its power” 
(3:2-5)   

If we find ourselves in that list we need to rebuked. 



Preached at St Davids 10/11/13        Be Prepared/  3 

CORRECT 
But is not enough to simply be told off, we need to be corrected.  When I coach my 

soccer teams there is not much point just shouting that they are doing things wrong I 
need to show them what is right, I need to correct them. 

The Bible does this in many ways but primarily it does it by pointing us to Christ, 
he is our great example.  And in Luke 4 we have that wonderful example of Jesus relying 
on the Word of God in his own trials and temptations. 

TRAIN IN RIGHTEOUSNESS 
All of this teaching, rebuking and correcting is not just to be head knowledge but is 

so we will be trained in righteousness and be equipped for what God wants of us, so that 
we will be equipped for every good work that God has planned for us. 

We can see Paul practicing what he preaches in his letters as on the basis of what 
God has done in keeping his promises in Jesus he teaches, rebukes, corrects but always 
with the aim of building the believers up in righteousness, holiness.  Thing of some his 
great passage, such as Colossians 3:12 and following about being clothed in 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience bound together in forgiving 
love.  Orthodoxy, right belief, must lead to orthopraxis, right action. 

The Scriptures are then their to make us better Christians, which is exactly what I 
argued is the function of our gathering together.  Our services are to make us better 
Christians, better followers of Jesus and the Scriptures play a pivotal, crucial role in that 
task. 

THE NEED FOR PREACHING 

Which leads us back to preaching.   
As I prepared this sermon I was looking forward to talking about exegesis, 

hermeneutics, homiletics and perhaps even pedagogy as the tasks of the preacher as he 
prepares his sermons, because it would have made me sound clever.   

I was going to point out how preaching has a great pedigree going back into the 
Old Testament as we saw in Nehemiah, and carries on through John the Baptist, Jesus, 
Peter, Paul, that the Church was founded through preaching, because that would have 
put me in good company. 

But my aim today is not explain or defend preaching but rather to help with our 
expectations of what should happen. 

If our sermons are going to be Bible focused and shaped then it is quite simple.  
You should expect to be taught, to be rebuked, corrected and trained in righteousness. 

Is that what you expect? 

TEACHING 
There will need to be teaching because there are both difficult and big ideas in the 

Scriptures which will need to be teased out and thought through.  We will need to make 
sure that we understand the passage in its context and where it fits in to God’s purposes 
of salvation.  We will also need to seek to understand the whole council of God.  It is 
easy to look at the Bible as if it is God’s Greatest Hits forgetting that it actually a concept 
album.  There is always more to learn. 

REBUKED & CORRECTED 
There will be times when we will need to be rebuked and corrected because we 

are not behaving the way we should.  The Scriptures will act as a mirror for us, showing 
us as we really are and it may not be a pretty sight. 

TRAINING IN RIGHTEOUSNESS 
Every sermon should help being trained in righteousness, to be equipped for good 

works, so that we will be good at being godly, at following Jesus.  We will have to think 
through having worked out what the text meant then, how we apply it to our lives today. 
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Is such teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness what you 
expect, and how good are we preachers at living up to those expectations, and how are 
we to get better at it? 

GETTING BETTER AT IT 
The Preacher 
Firstly those of us who do preach need to work hard at all those big words that I 

mentioned above, but also we need to aim at doing all four of these things.  It is very 
easy just to focus on one, say teaching and not pick up the other 3.  Now I suspect that 
few are going to complain about not being rebuked but if we are not doing all 4 then 
Scripture is not doing its work.  Of course there are some preachers who spend far too 
much time rebuking which is not helpful either. 

The Congregation 
Secondly I hope that you are praying for those of us who preach that we will do 

our task faithfully in the power of God’s Spirit.  The great preacher CH Spurgeon when 
asked the secret of his success replied “My people pray for me.”   

Warning there is some rebuking and correcting coming up, have you prayed for 
this service and sermon.   

It has been said you get the sermon you pray for. 
Which leads, again, back to your expectations: do you come wanting to be taught, 

rebuked, corrected and trained in righteousness and good works?   
If we come in pride, complacency and indifference with no expectation of change 

and growth then it doesn’t it doesn’t matter how good, bad or indifferent the sermon is it 
is unlikely to do you any good. 

But if as our service encourage us to do we gather in humility and recognising our 
need of God, in such a state God’s word can take root in our lives and bring a harvest of 
good works. 

Here is the word of the Lord, so hear the Word of the Lord and may it do its work 
amongst us. 


