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Introit: Sing Noel! 
B. Dardeff 

Sung by the Children’s Choir  

at the Nave Altar 

 

Noel! Sing noel. Noel! Glad tidings tell. 

Christ is born today! Christ is born today! 

 

Wise men and shepherds and all, come to the cattle stall. 

Follow the star in the sky; come to the holy child. 

Christ is born today! Christ is born today! 

 

Mary, so sweet and mild, sings to her Jesus child. 

We, too, shall sing at His birth; sing of peace on earth. 

Christ is born today! Christ is born today! 

Opening Hymn: Hark! the herald angels sing 
Words: Charles Wesley et al.  Music: Felix Mendelssohn 

 

Hark! the herald angels sing 

Glory to the new-born King, 

Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled. 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 

Join the triumph of the skies; 

With the angelic host proclaim, 

Christ is born in Bethlehem. 

Hark! The herald angels sing 

Glory to the new-born King. 

 

Christ, by highest heav’n adored, 

Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

Late in time behold him come, 

Offspring of a virgin’s womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! 

Hail, the incarnate Deity! 

Pleased as Man with man to dwell, 

Jesus, our Immanuel. 
 

Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! 

Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all he brings, 

Ris’n with healing in his wings. 

Mild he lays his glory by, 

Born that man no more may die, 

Born to raise the sons of earth, 

Born to give them second birth. 

Introduction 
The Bishop 

All this took place to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord through the 
prophet:  ‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall 
name him Immanuel’,  which means, ‘God is with us.’  Matthew 1:22-23 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

And also with you. 
I bring you news of great joy: a Saviour has been born to you. Alleluia! 

To us a child is born, a son is given. Alleluia! 
 

The Confession 
Led by the Deacon.  The people sit or kneel  

Christ the light of the world has come to dispel the darkness of our hearts. In 
his light let us examine ourselves and confess our sins. 
 

The Choir sings the Kyrie eleison 

Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy 
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Silence is kept 

Lord of grace and truth, we confess our unworthiness to stand in your 
presence as your children. 
We have sinned: 

Forgive and heal us. 
The Virgin Mary accepted your call to be the mother of Jesus. 
Forgive our disobedience to your will. 
We have sinned: 

Forgive and heal us. 
Your Son our Saviour was born in poverty in a manger 
Forgive our greed and rejection of your ways. 
We have sinned: 

Forgive and heal us. 
The shepherds left their flocks to go to Bethlehem. 
Forgive our self-interest and lack of vision. 
We have sinned: 

Forgive and heal us. 
The wise men followed the star to find Jesus the king, 
Forgive our reluctance to seek you. 
We have sinned: 

Forgive and heal us. 
 

The Bishop announces the Absolution 

May the God of all healing and forgiveness draw you to himself that you may 
behold the glory of his Son, Immanuel, God with us, and be cleansed from all 

your sins, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

The people stand as the Choir sings the Gloria 

Glory be to God on high, And in earth peace, good will towards men. 
We praise thee, we bless thee, we worship thee, we glorify thee, 
We give thanks to thee for thy great glory, 
O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty. 
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesu Christ; 
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
That takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 
Thou that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 
Thou that takest away the sins of the world, receive our prayer. 
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. 
For thou only art holy: Thou only art the Lord; 
Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 
Art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

Prayer for Christmas Day 
The people sit or kneel as the Bishop prays 

God most High, whose eternal Word chose a dwelling among us, that we 
might live your presence: grant us a spirit of wisdom to know how rich is the 
glory you have given us, and how great is the hope to which we are called in 
the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever.  Amen. 
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All Age Talk 
The Dean 
 

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 52:7-10 
How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces 

peace, who brings good news, who announces salvation, who says to Zion, "Your 

God reigns."  

8 Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, together they sing for joy; for in plain 

sight they see the return of the Lord to Zion.  9 Break forth together into singing, you 

ruins of Jerusalem; for the Lord has comforted his people, he has redeemed 

Jerusalem.  10 The Lord has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations; 

and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 
 

Hear the Word of the Lord, 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Reading: Titus 3:4-8a 
But when the goodness and loving-kindness of God our Saviour appeared, 

5
 he saved 

us, not because of any works of righteousness that we had done, but according to his 

mercy, through the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit.
6
 This Spirit he 

poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Saviour, 
7
 so that, having been 

justified by his grace, we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 
8
 

The saying is sure.I desire that you insist on these things, so that those who have 

come to believe in God may be careful to devote themselves to good works; these 

things are excellent and profitable to everyone. 
 

Hear the Word of the Lord, 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual Hymn 
Tune: In Dulci Jubilo Text: John Mason Neale 1816-66 

Good Christians all, rejoice 

with heart and soul and voice; 

listen well to what we say: 

Jesus Christ is born today, 

ox and ass before him bow, 

and he is in the manger now! 

Christ is born today. 
 

Good Christians all, rejoice 

with heart and soul and voice; 

now you hear of endless bliss, 

Jesus Christ was born for this; 

he has opened heaven's door 

and you are blest for evermore; 

Christ was born for this. 

Good Christians all, rejoice 

with heart and soul and voice; 

now you need not fear the grave: 

Jesus Christ was born to save, 

calls you one and calls you all, 

to gain his everlasting hall; 

Christ was born to save. 
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Gospel Acclamation: Gloria Deo 
David Ouchterlony 

Congregation remains standing, The Children’s Choir sings the verse, all join in the refrain. 

The first verse will be sung prior to the reading, the second following the Gospel 

 

Refrain 

 
I have no gold, my baby Jesus, I have no wealth, no precious stone; 
All I can bring to my Jesus, A King with a manger His throne, 
Refrain 

My life I give to you, Jesus, Poor though it is, no longer mine. 
What I can do, my Lord Jesus, I promise, my life will be guided by Thine 
Refrain. 

 

The Gospel: Luke 2:8-20 
The Lord be with you  and also with you. 
 

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to  

Luke  chapter 2 beginning at verse 8.  Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 

flock by night. 
9
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 

Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.
10

But the angel said to them, ‘Do 

not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 
11

to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 
12

This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and 

lying in a manger.’ 
13

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 

heavenly host, praising God and saying,  
14

 ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

   and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’ 

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 

another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which 

the Lord has made known to us.’ 
16

So they went with haste and found Mary and 

Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 
17

When they saw this, they made known 

what had been told them about this child; 
18

and all who heard it were amazed at what 

the shepherds told them. 
19

But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in 

her heart. 
20

The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had 

heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

The Sermon 
The Dean 
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The Creed 
All stand. 

 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God,  

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through Him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation 

He came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit 

and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. 

For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

He suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day He rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge 

the living and the dead, 

and His kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son  

is worshipped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism  

for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
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The Prayers 
The people sit or kneel. 
 

Jesus bread of life we give thanks for all that sustains us and for the beauty 
and abundance of the earth.  Turn us from selfishness and toiling for that 
which spoils to sharing generously the bounty of your creation. 
Immanuel, God with us 

hear our prayer. 
 

Jesus light of the world, banish the darkness of war and violence from the 
earth and be the prince of peace.  Shine in our own hearts removing hatred 
and fear so that we may reflect your love to all. 
Immanuel, God with us 

hear our prayer. 
 

Jesus, the way, the truth and the life, give wisdom and imagination, skill and 
energy to all who govern or carry great responsibilities.  Direct us in your way 
so that we may welcome the stranger, protect the weak, and seek justice and 
righteousness for all. 
Immanuel, God with us 

hear our prayer. 
 

Jesus, Good Shepherd, and entrance to God’s kingdom call many into your 
flock.  With the angels and shepherds may we give you glory and know the 
peace and joy which comes from your presence. 
Immanuel, God with us 

hear our prayer. 
 

Jesus, the true vine, sustain your people for their witness and work in the 
world to bear much fruit for your glory.  Let us show the unity which comes 
from abiding in you. 
Immanuel, God with us 

hear our prayer. 
 

Jesus, Immanuel, we thank you for showing the depth of your love by 
entering into this world of pain and joy, by being God with us.  Bring your 
comfort to all who mourn and healing to all who are distressed in body, mind 
or spirit. 
Immanuel, God with us 

hear our prayer. 
 

Jesus, resurrection and life we give you thanks that with you we can face the 
future with hope and confidence.  May we and all who have walked with you 
through the ages be brought to a joyful resurrection and the fulfilment of your 
kingdom. 
Immanuel, God with us 

hear our prayer. 
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The Deacon 

Immanuel, as you taught us, we are confident pray 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power and the glory 

are yours now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

The Greeting of Peace 
The people stand.  The Bishop says 

To us a child is born, to us a Son is given; and His name is called Wonderful 
Counsellor, Mighty God, Prince of Peace. 

Glory to God in the highest  

and on earth peace to those whom he favours.  
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 
 
The people greet each other with the words “Peace be with you” 

 

Offertory Hymn: Angels from the realms of glory  
Tune: Iris Text: James Montgomery 1771-1854 

A collection is taken for the work of the Cathedral. 

 

Angels, from the realms of glory 

wing your flight o'er all the earth; 

ye who sang creation's story  

now proclaim Messiah's birth; 

Come and worship 

Christ, the newborn king: 

come and worship, 

worship Christ the newborn king. 

 

Shepherds in the field abiding, 

watching o'er your flocks by night, 

God with man is now residing; 

Yonder shines the infant Light; 

Sages, leave your contemplations; 

Brighter visions beam afar; 

Seek the great Desire of nations; 

you have seen his natal Star: 
 

Saints before the altar bending, 

watching long in hope and fear 

suddenly the Lord descending, 

in his temple shall appear: 
 

Though an infant now we view him, 

He shall fill his Father's throne, 

Gather all the nations to him; 

Every knee shall then bow down: 
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The Great Thanksgiving 
The Bishop 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Loving God, it is right to give you thanks and praise for all the wonderful 
things you have done. We thank you for this universe, a world of wonder and 
delight. You have given it to us to enjoy and to care for.  

Glory to God in the highest 
 
We give you thanks for Jesus, your Word made flesh. In Him you have 
caused a new light to shine in our hearts, to give knowledge of your glory in 
the face of Jesus Christ.  

Glory to God in the highest 
 
We thank you that you sent Jesus to live and work as Immanuel, God with 
us. He showed us how we can love you and he sets us free to serve one 
another. 

Glory to God in the highest 
 
He takes away sin which keeps us from each other and from you. He frees 
us from the hate and fear which destroy love and trust.  

Glory to God in the highest 

 
And so with everyone who believes in you, with all the saints and angels, we 
rejoice and praise you: 
 
The Choir sings 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  

heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the Highest. 

 

Blessed is he that comes in the Name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the Highest 
 
And now we thank you for these gifts of bread and wine; may we who receive 
them, as Jesus said, share his body and his blood. 
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On the night he was betrayed, he took bread and gave you thanks. He broke 
the bread and gave it to his friends and said, “Take and eat. This is my body 
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 
After supper he took the cup and gave you thanks. He shared the cup with 
them and said, “This is my blood poured out so that sins may be forgiven. Do 
this in remembrance of me.” 
 

We all sing 

 
You have gathered us together to receive Christ’s body and blood, to 
remember all he has done for us, his suffering and death, his rising to new 
life, and his ascending into heaven.  
 
Fill us with your Spirit, that we may follow Jesus in all we do and say. Help us 
to work for justice and to bring your peace to others.  As Jesus is Immanuel 
God with us, may we reveal you to those around us, so that all may sing your 
praises. 
We all sing 

 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
We who are many are one body, 

for we all share in the one bread. 
 
The Celebrant invites the people to receive Holy Communion. 

  
Come let us take this holy sacrament of the body and blood of Christ in 
remembrance that He died for us, and feed on Him in our hearts by faith with 
thanksgiving. 
 

Communion 
The Choir sings the Agnus Dei 
 

We welcome all who have faithfully participated in the service to join with us in Communion as we 

celebrate our Saviour’s saving life death and resurrection. If you normally take Communion in another 

Christian Church please join with us. 

Please come forward as directed by the Stewards. 

You may sip from the common cup or intinct, by lightly dipping the wafer into the second cup, (for non 

alcoholic wine, take an individual cup from the table front right).  

If you would prefer a blessing keep your hands by your side. 

 

Children and Communion: In general children are brought forward for a blessing. Children only take 

communion if they have been confirmed or if their parents are convinced they understand the meaning of 

taking the bread and wine and they regularly participate in the Holy Communion. 
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Communion Anthem 
Words: Robert Herrick (1591- 1674)  Music: John Rutter 

 

What sweeter music can we bring 

Than a carol, for to sing 

The birth of this our heavenly King? 

Awake the voice! Awake the string! 
 

Dark and dull night, fly hence away, 

And give the honor to this day, 

That sees December turned to May. 
 

Why does the chilling winter’s morn 

Smile, like a field beset with corn? 

Or smell like a meadow newly-shorn, 

Thus, on the sudden? Come and see 

The cause, why things thus fragrant be: 

‘Tis He is born, whose quickening birth 

Gives life and luster, public mirth, 

To heaven, and the under-earth. 

We see him come, and know him ours, 

Who, with his sunshine and his showers, 

Turns all the patient ground to flowers. 

The darling of the world is come, 

And fit it is, we find a room 

To welcome him. The nobler part 

Of all the house here, is the heart. 
 

Which we will give him; and bequeath 

This holly, and this ivy wreath, 

To do him honour, who’s our King, 

And Lord of all this revelling. 
 

What sweeter music can we bring, 

Than a carol for to sing 

The birth of this our heavenly King? 

 

Sending out of God’s people 
The Bishop says 

God of heaven, dwelling among us, we thank you for feeding us with this holy 
food. By your grace keep us ever faithful to your Word made flesh that as his 
body in the world we may bring your presence to all people. 

Most loving God, you send us into the world you love. Give us grace to 

go thankfully and with courage in the power of the Spirit.  
 

The Recessional Hymn  
Words: Adeste fideles, trans. F Oakeley, WT Brooke et al  Music:  18th century, arr Willcocks 
 

O Come, all ye faithful, 

Joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

Come and behold him 

Born the King of angels: 

O come let us adore him 

Christ the Lord. 

 

God of God,  

Light of Light, 

Lo, he abhors not the Virgin’s womb; 

Son of the Father,  

Begotten not created: 

See how the shepherds 

Summoned to his cradle 

Leaving their flocks, draw nigh with holy fear; 

We too will thither 

Bend our joyful footsteps: 
 

Sing, choirs of angels, 

Sing in exultation, 

Sing all ye citizens of heaven above; 

Glory to God  

in the Highest: 
 

Yea, Lord we greet Thee, 

Born this happy morning, 

Jesu, to Thee be glory given; 

Word of the Father  

now in flesh appearing: 
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The Benediction 
The Bishop says 

Jesus, Light of the World and Bread of Heaven 

Come be light for our path and food for our soul 
Jesus, Good Shepherd and Door to God’s kingdom 

Come call your people and save your flock. 
Jesus, Resurrection and Vine, source of hope and fruitfulness 

Come let your way, truth and life reign in our world. 
Jesus, I am and Immanuel 

Come and be God with us 
 

May the joy of the angels, 
the eagerness of the shepherds, 
the perseverance of the wise men, 
the obedience of Joseph and Mary, 
the peace of the Christ child, and 
the hope of life eternal, 
be yours this Christmas; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

The Deacon 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ.  Amen. 
 

The Organ Voluntary  
Toccata, from Symphonie V, op. 42 - Charles-Marie Widor 
 

O hearken, for this is a wonder! 
 

Light looked down and beheld Darkness 
‘Thither will I go,’ said Light. 

Peace looked down and beheld war. 
‘Thither will I go.’ said Peace. 

Love looked down and beheld Hatred. 
‘Thither will I go,’ said Love. 

So came Light, and shone. 
So came Peace, and gave rest. 

So came Love, and brought life. 
 

And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us. 
 

Choir Director: Robert Stewart  Organists Peter Warren and Craig Doherty 

Children’s Choir Director: Claire Preston. 
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