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Awesome Angels 
Daniel 7:9-14, Revelation 12:7-12a, John 1:45-51 

 
When I realised that St. Michael and All Angels Day fell on a Sunday I thought 

“Awesome I get to preach on angels”  But then I wondered if preaching on Angels was 
going to rather like talking about Tasmanian Tigers.  People would either respond with 
Thylacines are no longer around or by telling you in great detail how they or some close 
relative saw one once, they are there if only you would look. 

We can either completely ignore angels or can we be way to focused on them.  
Yet I pray that as we look all too briefly at what the Scriptures say about angels that we 
will be reminded of and even learn some things that are truly awesome. 

ANGELS IN THE BIBLE 

I wonder if you have noticed how many angels in there are in the Cathedral?  I 
started to count them on Friday when I got past 30 with lots of other places to look.  
Once you go looking for them they are everywhere. (The highest count I have heard is 
67) 

It is a bit like that with angels in the Bible, they are everywhere, from beginning to 
end, from the beginning of Genesis to the very end of Revelation.  They are in history, 
prophecy and psalm.  They are there in the Garden of Eden, in the Exodus, in the 
Tabernacle, Joshua, with Elijah and Elisha, at Jesus’ birth, in his teaching his ministry, at 
the time of his passion and announcing his resurrection, and they are there in the new 
creation.  If you take out the parts with angels there is not a lot left. 

Despite there almost constant presence, we are told almost nothing about them, 
they are simply assumed in the Scriptures, as part of God’s creation but not of this earth 
so to speak.  At the very least angels remind us as Hamlet said 

There are more things in heaven and earth, Horatio, 
Than are dreamt of in your philosophy. 
It is an awesome idea and to have a day where we remember that there is more 

to this world than we quickly perceive or understand is no bad thing. 

AWESOME ANGELS 

We can look at a couple of passages which speak of angels.  In Daniel 10, Daniel 
meets an angel and describes him like this 

 

 a man dressed in linen clothing,  

 with a belt of pure gold around his waist. 

 his body looked like a dazzling gem. 

 from his face came flashes like lightning,  

 and his eyes were like flaming torches.  

 his arms and feet shone like polished bronze,  

 and his voice was like the roaring of a vast multitude of people. 
 

Can you imagine being coming face to shiny and flashing face with such a being.  

Awesome 
My family are big fans of the movie Kung Fu Panda, where Po the Panda dreams 

of being a Kung Fu master and dreams of rescuing people, fighting bad guys and 
generally being, to use his word, awesome. 
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Po uses this word in many memorable quotes “There is no charge for 
awesomeness … or attractiveness” and “his enemies would go blind from over-exposure 
to pure awesomeness!” 

Well this angel is someone who is likely to send his enemies blind from over 
exposure to pure awesomeness.  Daniel himself responds to this awesomeness by 
turning pale, feeling week and finally falling to the ground. Daniel was truly filled with true 
awe. 

But amazingly this angel is a not even a chief angel. Michael had to come and 
help this angel out.   There are more awesome angels than the one that Daniel 
describes. 

An Awesome God 
If such an angel were to appear here today and we would all be struck with awe 

at him in all his shiny awesomeness I’m sure.  I’m also sure he would say: “Don’t be 
impressed with me, for I am a mere servant.  You should see my boss.”  If you want to 
know what is truly awesome you should look to God. 

As the Collegiate School hymn puts it “Who is like God”, which is what the name 
Michael means.  He is above all 

In our reading from Daniel 7 God is so awesome they he seems to be beyond 
description.  He is the creator of all things, the whole universe that we see around us 
and all the things we can’t see. He is the Lord of all things and the angels, as awesome 
as they may be, they worship him and serve him. 

Thinking about angels then should remind us of how great and awesome is our 
God and we like the angels should worship him and sing his praises.  It is an activity that 
we and the angels share as we say 

 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory.   
Glory to you, O Lord most high. 
 
St. Michael and All Angels’ Day is a reminder to us of how wonderful powerful and 

awesome is our god. 

AN AWESOME MESSAGE 

Angels then should not be the focus they are simply servants of God, as we 
should be.  The heart of their service is given in their name, angel, which means simply 
messenger.  Angels are message bearers. 

Through out the scriptures angels bring a consistent message.  They usually start 
with the most common command in the Bible: “Don’t be afraid”. Such an instruction is 
understandable when a being such as Daniel describes turns up.  But the angelic 
message means far more, their message means we don’t be afraid at a much deeper 
level.   

The angel says to Daniel “Do not be afraid you are loved and God is with you.” 
At Christmas when angels announce the birth of Jesus, they say “Do not be afraid 

for there is news of great joy for all people a Saviour has been born who is Christ the 
Lord, who comes to bring peace.” 

At Easter angels announce “Do not be afraid, Jesus is risen” 
In Revelation angels announce the victory of God and of Jesus through his death 

and resurrection, and because of this there is salvation, there is hope. 
Then angels then bring us an awesome message of God’s love shown in Jesus, 

of the salvation there is in Jesus and the hope we can have in him.  Despite the fact that 
God is so magnificent and mighty we do not need to be afraid because this God is with 
us and he loves us. 
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This is an awesome message but perhaps the most awesome thing is, to quote 
Kung Fu Panda again, there is no charge for this awesomeness. 

God has done all this for us, he wants to listen to the message and trust him. 
Then just as we join with the angels in worship we can join in sharing this 

message of God’s love in Jesus, to share this awesome message is something which is 
truly angelic.  It’s not about having a harp and wings, but to point to the cross and the 
Servant King, to be like them, God’s messengers 

AWESOME CONSEQUENCES 

Such ideas are helpful however ee have to say that there is much that we do not 
understand or comprehend in relation to the idea of angels, and I don’t claim to be an 
expert or that we have covered everything in this short sermon. 

What are we to make for instance of this idea of a war in heaven, and the triumph 
of Michael and his angels over the great dragon which has so captured the imagination 
of the artists through the years and is so dramatically pictured in one of our windows in 
the Nixon Chapel? (There is also a very impressive statue outside Coventry Cathedral.) 

It all seems so other wordly and remote from us. 
But I don’t know if you noticed but there is something a bit unexpected in the 

Revelation reading.  After the battle is over there is a proclamation of victory over the 
dragon, the accuser, but the plaudits is not given to Michael and his band angelic 
armies.  Rather the victory is through the blood of the lamb, that is the death of Jesus as 
a sacrifice, the faithfulness of believers 

There is then a link between victories in heaven and our faith on earth.  Just as 
there is a party in heaven when people come to faith in Jesus, so there are victories in 
heaven when we stay faithful in this life. 

Now there is an awesome thought.   
You may not think that your faith is important or valuable, in this world it can look 

so, but in the heavenlies it is powerful thing. 
We like the angels worship our God.  We like the angels proclaim the message of 

our God that we do not need to be afraid and that we are loved.  As we live our lives in 
the faith of Jesus who died for us we also discover that we triumph along side the 
angels. 

That is an awesome encouragement to hold fast to the God whom the angels 
worship. 


