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God’s Saved the Queen 
Readings: Proverbs 8:1-16; Romans 13:1-10 

 
Today's Diamond Jubilee of the Accession to the throne of Queen Elizabeth is 

surely an anniversary to both mark and celebrate.  It is an extraordinary achievement 
covering a period of extraordinary change.  Think simply in terms of technology.  In 
1952 there were no smart phones, mobile phones, internet, essentially even no TV, 
certainly in Britain.  Seemingly all areas of life have gone through enormous change, 
society, entertainment, dress, morality have changed at times beyond recognition and 
yet Her Majesty has remained constant. 

A celebration is in order but one may, perhaps, legitimately ask why should 
such a celebration be in a Church?  As good Anglicans we could just as legitimately 
answer because the Book of Common Prayer, one of our foundational documents 
tells us to do so.  Furthermore it is a service to be held by Royal Decree! 

But this perhaps highlights the issue, why would our Prayer Book encourage 
Christians to mark the day of the start of the reign of a new monarch?  What should 
the relation be between Church and State?  Should we as Christians be singing "God 
save the Queen?" 

CHURCH AND STATE 

Such questions are obviously huge and many more capable minds than mine 
have wrestled with the whole issue of Church/ State relations which it could be argued 
dominated European Politics from the 4th to the 18th Centuries. 

I would simply say that the clear answer of Scripture is yes.  St. Paul in his 
letter to the Romans gives two clear reasons why Christians should be good and 
faithful citizens of their community. 

Authorities are established by God 
Firstly Paul says that all authorities have been established by God, they are in 

effect God's servants and so should be respected, obeyed and supported.  It is worth 
remembering that as Paul wrote these words to Rome around 57AD the Emperor was 
Nero who was to persecute Christians and condemn Paul to death. Yet Paul can say 
that due honour and respect should be given. 

This idea of rulers being servants of God who has ultimate authority is built into 
the prayer for the Queen which is part of the BCP Communion Service. 

 
ALMIGHTY God, whose kingdom is ever-lasting, and power 

infinite: Have mercy upon the whole Church; and so rule the heart of 

thy chosen servant ELIZABETH, our Queen and Governor, that she 

(knowing whose minister she is) may above all things seek thy honour 

and glory: and that we and all her subjects (duly considering whose 

authority she hath) may faithfully serve, honour, and humbly obey her, 

in thee, and for thee, according to thy blessed Word and ordinance; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with thee and the Holy Ghost 

liveth and reigneth, ever one God, world without end. Amen. 

 
We are not to obey authorities simply because they are powerful but because 

they carry God's authority.  Both we and they should not forget this. 

So the we may live peaceable lives 
Secondly Christians are to support and obey authorities because it leads to 

peace and not living in fear.  There is an element of self interest here, but it is also so 
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that the Church can get on with its main task of being God's witnesses to their 
community. 

The Importance of Prayer 
Given this, it is not a surprise that Paul in writing to Timothy says  "I urge, then, 

first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people 
- for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all 
godliness and holiness." (1Timothy 2:1-2) 

Christians are to pray for those in authority over them.  We should pray that 
they have the God given wisdom, council and sound judgement that we heard of in 
Proverbs 8 to enable them to govern fairly and justly.  Can I assure those in all levels 
of Government here that we take this responsibility seriously at the Cathedral praying 
day by day and week by week for the all in authority, our Governor, Prime Minister, 
Premier, Mayors and our elected officials. 

In saying "God save the Queen" we are in effect praying for our whole system 
of Government that they would be equipped and sustained to fulfil their God given 
roles. 

CHURCH AGAINST STATE 

But to make such statements would seem to suggest that the Church should 
simply blindly follow the state and at times this has happened with disastrous 
consequences.  The general acquiescence of the German Church in Nazi Germany is 
a particularly sobering example. 

The well known German theologian, Dietrich Bonheoffer, tried to call the 
Church to a different path in 1933.  In an essay he agreed that "There is no power, 
but of God, the powers that be are ordained by God." 

Help the State be the State 
However he saw that this was not the end of the matter.  For he went on to 

argue that the church must "continually ask the state whether its action can be 
justified as legitimate action of the state" 

Part of the role of the Church is to help the State to be the state which God has 
ordained, one that cares for all its citizens, welcomes the refugee, safe guards 
appropriate freedoms and so on. 

Aid the victims of state actions 
Bonheoffer went on to say that the Church should also be prepared to care for 

those who are victims of State actions.  In his context he was thinking of Jewish 
citizens of Germany, but it would equally well apply to asylum seekers in our own 
times. 

Spoke in the wheel 
Lastly he said that the Church "is not just to bandage the victims under the 

wheel, but to put a spoke in the wheel itself".  There will be times when the Church 
needs to resist the State.  Paul in Romans 13 pushes us to this logic when he 
reminds us that there are commandments which cannot be broken, above all the 
command of love for neighbour and that ultimately such obedience to God  must take 
precedence over obedience to state. 

I find it profound that Bonheoffer issued this challenge in 1933, very early in 
the Nazi regime, before the Jewish suffering  had really begun or the scale of it had 
become apparent.  He could see where it was headed and in time he would do all 3 of 
the things which he called on the Church ultimately to the cost of his own life in April 
1945. 

The Church needs to be willing to pick up this prophetic role of calling on the 
State to be the state which God intends, caring for the victims of the State and where 
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necessary not just speaking up but putting a spoke in the wheels so that we can save 
the state from the inhumanity of which sadly history tells us it is all to possible. 

When we say "God save the Queen", it is a prayer for those who are in 
authority over us will turn from error and we will be saved from the atrocities of which 
the state can so quickly become capable. 

GOD SAVE THE QUEEN 

Lastly, and on a more personal note there is another reason that I am more 
that happy to sing "God save the Queen."   

Watching the Queen's Christmas message has been a ritual in my family for as 
long as I can remember.  After Christmas lunch we would gather around the TV, the 
music would start, we would all stand to attention and then hear what our Queen had 
to say.  Often what her Majesty would say did not stay long in the memory but this 
year was different.  I don't know how may of you saw it but she said this 

 
"Although we are capable of great acts of kindness, history 

teaches us that we sometimes need saving from ourselves - from our 

recklessness or our greed. 

God sent into the world a unique person - neither a philosopher 

nor a general, important though they are, but a Saviour, with the power 

to forgive. 

Forgiveness lies at the heart of the Christian faith. It can heal 

broken families, it can restore friendships and it can reconcile divided 

communities. It is in forgiveness that we feel the power of God's 

love." 

 
Then referring to the final verse of O Little Town of Bethlehem she expressed a 

pray that "we might all find room in our lives for the message of the angels and for the 
love of God through Christ our Lord." 

Here is our Queen speaking the Gospel of our Lord faithfully and clearly and, 
as one website I looked at said, better than many clergyman. 

Here we see the faith of our Queen, we can know that God has saved our 
Queen, and whilst we have a Queen who wants others to know the love of God in 
Christ our Lord I will happily and joyfully sing "God save the Queen" 


