
Preached at St. David’s 3/3/13      Are You Being Served?  Service  1 

Are You Being Served? 
Isaiah 42:1-7, Philippians 2:1-11; Mark 10:35-45 

 
Are you being served? 
The very words are likely to make many of us squirm, for it conjures up the British 

tv sit com of the same name set in the Grace Bros department store.  I was always 
ambivalent to the show due to the Mr “I’m Free” Humphries character which caused me 
some grief at school.  While that and others of the many catchphrases of the show, such 
as Young Mr Grace’s “You’re all doing very well”, continue on occasion to be heard the 
double entendre humour has not aged very well.  Hence why we are likely to squirm 

But if I was to ask “Are you being a servant?” or perhaps worse “Are you being a 
slave?” squirming again is likely to be the reaction.  For here there is no double 
entendre, no double meaning but simply picking up the words of Jesus to his followers.  
Humble service was to mark his followers, so how are we doing?  Squirming yet?  

Surprisingly if we are going to truly understand Christ’s call to be a servant we will 
have to ask “Are we being served?” and as we do so we will learn some absolutely 
fundamental and revolutionary truths of the Christian faith.  If we grasp these we are 
much more like to be serving each other and our world. 

THE RATIONAL OF SERVICE 

Service is usually thought of as a virtue it is honoured not just in the Church but in 
society.  We encourage it and think it is good when people do it.  But do we really think 
about it and put effort into serving? 

It is not a surprise that it is one of the seven disciplines of the Coventry Way 
which make up our "Lent … so we're giving it back" series.  I'm sure that we would all 
agree that it should be and clearly it should be part of the Christian walk.  

The call to serve is throughout the Scriptures, Jesus in particularly is strong on it, 
the apostles called themselves "servants" or "slaves of Christ" and call on us to follow in 
the servant way of Christ.  But is Christ's call to service central to our discipleship?   

Surprisingly our hymn books would suggest not, it was more difficult than I 
thought it would be to choose hymns for this service. 

Do you think of yourself in any way as a servant or a slave?  Perhaps you find the 
very idea repugnant. 

Now one possible way forward would be to keep asking these kind of awkward 
questions and berate us all with admonitions to just try harder to serve, but I'm not sure 
that will do much more than inspire much guilt and little change of life. 

A better way forward may be to do some theology in the true sense of the word, a 
study of God. 

Jesus idea of service 
In our Gospel James and John are after glory by sitting with Jesus in his 

kingdom.  Jesus has to reorientate them as to how the think of greatness.  The path of 
greatness is service.  Jesus teaches them, to be great is to be a servant a slave. 

But Jesus does not just teach this, he acts this out.  He uses the form of his own 
ministry as the prime of example of greatness expressed in service.. 

The same idea is expressed practically when Jesus washes the feet of his 
disciples on the night before his death.  If he the teacher can wash their feet, they 
should wash each others feet.  If he can serve them, they should serve each other. 

Jesus was a servant, he came to serve.  Now the New Testament clearly teaches 
us that if we want to understand God better we are to look to Jesus.  This means that if 
Jesus serves then so does God.  This is a huge and radical idea. 
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But it is not only found in Jesus ministry, we see it in the well known passage in 
Philippians 2 about having the same mind as Christ.  There are many ideas here but we 
learn that Jesus though in the form of God expressed his godness in the form of a 
servant.  It is not that Jesus ceases to be God but he reveals servant heart of God. 

Notice also that in the exaltation that follows Jesus humility, obedience and death 
does not mean that he leaves behind being a servant.  He is exalted as servant, and in 
his humanity for that matter.  Jesus remains the glorious Servant of the Lord, and Lord 
as servant. 

Implications. 
This means a couple of things. 
Firstly the call to service is not a path to glory, rather it is the path of glory.  It is 

not that we are to serve with the reward being glory, rather we are to serve and discover 
that the service is the glory.  It was true of Jesus and it will be true for us. 

Secondly it is glorious for it is the way of God.  We do not often talk about the 
idea of a serving God, but it is there in the idea of grace.  God is other person centred.  
With his Son and the Holy Spirit they are in the grace business, not Grace Bros as such, 
but it certainly a grace family business.  It is a service business and we are to be 
involved.  Paul tells us "Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children" (Ephesians 
5). 

This means that rather than encouraging you to serve by making you feel bad so 
that you look down, rather we should look up to Jesus and God our Father and 
understand their nature and follow in their way of service.  In so doing we discover that 
such service is what we were created for where we live out the nature of the God in 
whose image we are created and that such service is indeed perfect freedom. 

WE HAVE BEEN SERVED 

I hope already that you are being encourage to think about service and serving 
and see why it so central to Christian discipleship, it flows out of the Christian 
understanding of God. 

But there is an even more profound motivation to serve.  God is not just servant 
hearted, he has served us, Jesus is not just a servant King he has served us.  God's 
other person centredness has been focused on us.  So Mark does not only say that 
Jesus came to serve, but that service was to give his life as a ransom for many.  Jesus 
came to serve us, to pay our ransom, to bring us salvation.  We cannot say "I'm free" we 
have been bought at a price.  We will not understand Christianity until we understand 
this.  Unless we understand that God in Jesus has served us, done for us what we could 
not do for ourselves we will not understand either Christianity or the Christian call to 
service. 

I have to ask then, do you do you understand that you have been served, served 
by God in Jesus?  Our pride may not like it, our self reliance may rebel against the idea 
but It is what Jesus came to do for we need it. 

We do not serve so that God might love us, but rather in recognition of the loving 
service God has shown us we respond in service to him and others. 

The full quote from Ephesians is "Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved 
children, and live in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant 
offering and sacrifice to God"  It is as we understand the love of Christ in his death that 
we will move into true Christian service.   

Again service is not an addition to the Christian life; it is a fundamental response 
to what God has done for us. 
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ARE WE SERVING 

I hope that these idea will help transform and fix your mind on the idea of service 
in the coming weeks.  Previous sermons may help here as we need to be thinking about 
these ideas and studying them and praying for God to transform our minds so that we 
will joyfully follow the path of service. 

We will also be developing this idea in the coming sermons.  We will look  firstly 
at sharing, using our gift, talents, time for God's purposes.  Secondly we will look at 
stewardship using that which has been trusted to us, including our money for God's 
purposes.  But both of these ideas, sharing and stewardship flow out of understanding 
that Jesus came to serve us and that service is the path of glory for it is to walk in step 
with the creator of the universe.  

Service as the path to greatness. 
But we need to reflect for a moment on this idea of servant living, of being other 

person centred for it is a profound challenge to our culture.  We are so self focused in 
our society and encouraged to be so.  I read in The Mercury of the new self help book 
written by the bass player of KISS, Gene Simmons, called Me Incorporated.   That sums 
up our society pretty well.  It is perhaps something more than ironic that in Australia 
Grace Bros, became Myer My Store, from grace to me. 

The gospel of the King who served us and paid our ransom stands against this.  It 
calls on us to serve rather than be served, it calls on us to desire good for the other 
rather than for ourselves. 

You might like to think of a current relationship, a husband, wife, mother, father, 
child, friend, fellow church member that may be strained at the moment.  How would that 
relationship be transformed if you truly sought to serve that person?  Think "Are they 
being served?" and what would that look like and then seek to do It. 

This also challenges to think about what we do at church, as we join together with 
our fellow believers week by week.  We should be coming seeking to serve each other, 
to care for each other, to pray for each other, and allow others to do the same for us.  
The early Christians formed groups which spoke volumes to the culture around them 
and a truly serving church is still the greatest testimony to the truth of the gospel of 
Jesus.  As you look around think "Are they being served?" and ponder how you can 
serve this community. 

But also look to the world and ask "Are they being served?" and seek to do it in 
Christ's name 

Conclusion 
I spoke on the topic of servant hood a few years ago at St. James, New Town at 

their patronal festival.  I was unsure how to finish the sermon but as I drove to the 
Church I was struck by the large sign at the petrol station opposite it.  Many of you will 
have driven past it, do you remember what it says.  In large letters it simply says “We 
Serve”.  This same sign should be outside each and every church as we follow in the 
path of Jesus our King, may this Cathedral Church be known as a place where “We 
Serve”, this would be glorious. 

Then we would hear the owner of the Grace family business say not "You're all 
doing very well" but "Well done good and faithful servants." 


