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Acts 10:34-43; 1Corinthians 15:1-4,19-26; Luke 24:1-12 

 

INTRODUCTION: HERITAGE CONSIDERATIONS 

 “Taken down by authorities now risen again”. 
So says our Easter sign which seems to have 

gained a bit of notoriety, and become a star of radio, 
newpaper and facebook as we used that which was 
designed to keep the sun out as a reminder that the 
tomb could not keep the Son in! 

Having been kindly lent a couple of the 
removed awnings by the owners of the old Savings 
Bank building diagonally opposite we couldn’t resist 
having a little poke at the Heritage Council.  And so far 
they seem to have taken it well, at least we haven’t 
had an order to take it down despite not having 
permission. 

The Heritage Council though do have an 
important and difficult job.  They are to keep our 
heritage alive so that buildings such as this wonderful 
Cathedral are looked after and continue to be a living 
part of our heritage in our State in the years to come. 

But the heritage of this Cathedral goes far further back than 1867 when this 
building was commenced, before 1817 when the first St. David’s was built, even before 
1804 when Hobart was first settled.  It goes all the way back to the first Easter awning, 
sorry dawning.  For there is an historical heritage in Easter, and it is a heritage that is 
worth saving, but more importantly Easter is a saving heritage. 

THE CHRISTIAN HERITAGE 

The Gospels 
All the Gospels end with accounts of the resurrection which highlight that the 

realiy of the empty tomb.  In each case on the third day after Jesus’ death there are 
witnesses who go and investigate the tomb, firstly women who can’t believe and then 
disciples who think the whole thing is an idle 
tale.  

I don’t know if you watch the BBC’s 
Time Team if you do you can imagine Tony 
Robinson popping up and saying: “It’s now 
Day 3 and what should be there isn’t and we 
are still trying to work out what happened in 
this tomb.  Phil, Phil….”. 

But when Jesus appears to his 
disciples all doubt is removed.  He who the 
authorities had taken down was now risen 
again. 
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Part of the reason why the Gospels perhaps labour the point of the evidence is 
that whilst everybody at the time knew exactly what resurrection meant, a dead person 
who had come back to life.  They also all knew that it simply didn’t happen.   

People would need good evidence to believe such a thing.   
When Peter speaks of Jesus and his resurrection to non Jews for the first time in 

Acts 10 he is at pains to point out that this is all public information and there are witness, 
of which he was one.  There was evidence to believe that this all happened and he that 
that the authorities had taken down was risen again. 

The Gospels and Acts were written probably in 60’s AD so this is good evidence 
of early belief in the resurrection.  But like Time Team we can go back further and dig a 
little deeper. 

Paul 
The Apostle Paul wrote to the deeply troubled church in Corinth in around AD 54.  

In the midst of his arguing with them he says this: “For I handed on to you as of first 
importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with 
the scriptures,and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day in 
accordance with the scriptures…” (1Cor 15:3-4) 

Paul is writing then about events which had happened only 20 or so years earlier, 
and he says that information about those events, about Jesus and his resurrection were 
the fundamental part of the teaching that he had received, the basic Christian heritage.  
Furthermore he had in the past handed this information on to them.  This Christian 
resurrection heritage then goes much further back than 54AD. 

But we can do even better than that.  Paul also wrote to the Galatian church 
dated with some certainty at about 50AD, or one year either side.  As an incidental part 
of his letter he tells his readers what he has been doing for the past 17 years or so.  And 
17 years ago he had been persecuting Christians in Jerusalem, those who believed then 
what he believed now.   

This means around 33AD within just a few short years, perhaps even a few 
months of Jesus death we have people in Jerusalem, where Jesus was crucified, who 
believe that the death of the leader of their movement was a good thing, something that 
would only would make sense if .  Furthermore they believed it enough to be persecuted 
and even killed for it.   

What has been handed down. 
My point is simply this: Christianity from its start was fundamentally about the 

resurrection.  The resurrection was not a late addition to the teaching of simple Jewish 
rabbi, it is the reason why the teaching of Jesus was recorded.  Christianity from the 
start was not about timeless ethical teaching but an empty tomb; not a means of self 
empowerment but a risen saviour.   

Many things have since got in the way of this simple message.  Sometimes these 
have been well meaning additions, perhaps even bright and beautiful, but when they 
cloud the purity of the original message they may need to be removed.  This is true 
whether these be traditions, rituals, cultural ideals or new teachings that do not help us 
to focus on Christ, on him crucified and him risen. 

Sadly in recent times it has not been the rituals or teachings of the Church but the 
actions of the Church: sometimes in its power, pride, and arrogance but more terribly in 
its abject sinfulness which has clouded the message.  Such things are a sad part of our 
heritage which must be fully acknowledged and its legacy removed so that the message 
of the risen Christ can be full restored in all its beauty. 

For when all the traditions, rituals, and sadly scandals are stripped away, there 
remains the empty tomb and the resurrected Jesus.  Here is the true heritage of the 
Church: Christ is risen. Alleluia.  He is risen indeed.  Alleluia. 
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And this is a heritage that is worth saving, as Paul says to the Corinthians it is the 
good news we have received and in which we are to stand. (1 Corinthians 15:1) 

A Saving Heritage 
But not only is it worth saving it is a saving heritage.  For Paul goes on to tell the 

Corinthians it is not only the message on which they are to stand, through it they are 
being saved.  (1 Corinthians 15:2) 

At the heart of this strange message about this resurrected Jesus is that he died 
for our sins.  Jesus died so that we could be forgiven.  Whatever parts of our heritage 
that we may regret and wish had never been put up can be dealt with by God, because 
of Jesus’ sacrifice, and at his expense, if we will but come to him. 

But there is not only forgiveness but also hope.  The resurrection of Jesus looks 
forward to a fully restored creation and new resurrection life for those who are in Christ.  
Jesus not only deals with our heritage but our restoration and our future. 

You have to love Paul’s candour in these verses.  If there is no hope then 
Christians in fact would should be pitied, we would have put all our eggs, chocolate or 
otherwise, in the wrong basket!  If death is the end we should have just eaten them, 
drunk and got merry instead. 

But death is not the end, Christ’s resurrection is the first fruits of the triumph of life 
and the reign of God’s kingdom.  With the resurrection we have the hope of 
transformation and we can walk in the path of our servant crucified Christ and risen 
saviour knowing that all we do for the sake of that coming triumphant kingdom is not in 
vain. 

Beautifying our heritage 
Here then is where we play our part in both saving this heritage and helping 

others to see that it is a saving heritage.  We are to live in a way that rather than 
distracting from our heritage beautifies it and makes it more attractive. 

This is what the early Church did and why it helped to transform the Roman 
Empire.  Athanasius a third century bishop considered the way that Christians loved 
each other as a proof of the resurrection.  Their self-giving behaviour only made sense if 
the resurrection was true.  And this drew others in and they were cared for too. 

Sociologist Rodney Stark has argued recently argued in his magisterial study The 
Rise of Christianity that the success of the early Church was that it gave converts their 
humanity.  In an empire which was dominated by pointless entertainment, senseless 
violence and meaningless sex and where life was cheap, the Christians cared for the 
outcasts, the weak and the dying, even the dead who they would bury.  In their self 
giving based on the resurrection was life of the Church. 

We then are called to do the same.  We need to give our society, lost in pointless 
entertainment, senseless violence and meaningless sex and where life is getting cheap, 
back its humanity as we care for those around us but also for the outcast.  It will I 
believe particularly mean caring for those most at risk, the elderly, the extremely sick 
and perhaps most sadly, the unborn.   

What we do here and celebrate here of our heritage is to be lived out in self 
giving when we leave this wonderful heritage building. 

This is how we best celebrate our saving heritage as we look back to the empty 
tomb, to Jesus dying for our sins and rising again, we look forward to the awning, 
dawning of God’s glorious coming day, and encourage many to join us in celebrating 
Easter: A Saving Heritage for Christ is Risen, he is risen indeed. 


