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This is the Word of the Lord 
Readings:  Psalm 119, Hebrews 1:1-4; John 1:1-5 

 
I once attended along with a couple of others from my parish the ordination of a 

minister at the local Presbyterian Church.  It was great to be with our fellow Christians 
and were enjoying the service along with around 300 others.  A young man stood up 
and read from the Scriptures and ended with “This is the word of the Lord” and we 
enthusiastically and joyfully responded “Thanks be to God”.  At which point everyone 
in the building, all of whom had remained steadfastly quiet, played “Spot the Anglican” 

Now all Churches have their own traditions but it seems to me a truly sensible, 
appropriate even needed response.  When we hear the Word of the Lord we should 
without hesitation say “Thanks be to God” 

This Word has been at the core of the Anglican Church throughout its history.  
The prayer book is chock full of Scripture.  The 39 Articles, the constitution of the 
Church, recognises “God’s Word written” as the ultimate authority in the Church  The 
very first homily in the Book of Homilies, the authorised sermons, is A fruitful 
exhortation to the reading and knowledge of Holy Scripture, and it starts “Unto a 
Christian man there can be nothing either more necessary or profitable than the 
knowledge of holy Scripture; forasmuch as in it is contained God’s true word, setting 
forth his glory and also man’s duty.” 

The Anglican Church is at foundation a biblical church, but are we biblical 
people, do we really think, “Thanks be to God”, when we think of the Bible.  Do our 
lives and habits show that we are biblical people. 

As we start a month of encouraging us to be people who read and treasure our 
Bibles I want to just briefly want to encourage us to truly be thankful for God’s word to 
us, the Bible. 

JESUS 

Perhaps the best place to start is Hebrews 1.  Hebrews 1 says “In the past God 
spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but 
in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son” (Hebrews 1:1-2a).   

The first thing we learn here is that our God is a speaking God.  Not only is 
there a God, but he is not silent, he has spoken to his people.  But most clearly he has 
done this in Christ.  If you like, Jesus is the greatest and last word on God.  John 1 
makes this even clearer.  It speaks of the Word of God, through whom God created 
the world and how this Word becomes flesh in the person of Jesus of Nazareth.  And 
the resurrection of Jesus vindicates that Word. 

If God’s ultimate Word is Jesus then we cannot read the Bible as God’s Word 
without expecting to find Jesus and learn more about him, for he is the living, flesh 
and blood word of God.  This is obviously true of the New Testament where Jesus life, 
death and resurrection dominate the view.  But it is no less true of the Old.  Jesus 
certainly saw what we call the Old Testament as the Spirit inspired Word of the Lord 
that pointed to him.  Paul can say of the Old Testament in 2Timothy 3:15 that they are 
able to make the reader wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.  All Scripture, 
as Christian Scripture, will lead us to Christ, the living word. 

Jesus is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

ENJOYED 

Now because the Bible leads us to understand more about Jesus, the Bible is 
to be enjoyed.   
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Now many enjoy the Bible in terms of appreciation of its literary value for it 
does contain some of the greatest stories and ideas known to humanity. 

But because the Word is Jesus we can move beyond appreciation into 
enjoyment because in Jesus we see what God’s Word is, it is a message of love, a 
message of forgiveness, a message of relationship. 

We can see the great enjoyment which the Psalmist took in the law. It is his 
delight.  He can say “How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to 
my mouth!” 

How much more should this be true now that Jesus has come and the amazing 
love of God has been so clearly portrayed?  For God so loved the world that he gave 
his only Son that those who believe in him will not perish but have eternal life. So 
even those parts that we don’t understand need not overly bother us for the ultimate 
word of God is clear.  The Bible is God’s love letter to us and we should enjoy reading 
it and learning more of God’s love in Jesus. 

As the Homily says “These books therefore ought to be much in our hands, in 
our eyes, in our ears, in our mouths, but most of all in our hearts.” 

For the enjoyment of the Word of the Lord Thanks be to God. 

STUDIED 

Having grasped this there is a great impetus to study the Scriptures.  It has 
been said that the only literature that we read with all our faculties are love letters as 
we seek to understand every nuance and emotion of the beloved.  “When she says 
‘like’ does she mean ‘like’ or LIKE?”  This is how we are to approach Scripture as we 
study to understand better the great love of God and how he would have us live in the 
light of that love. 

This gives a rather different view of the Study of Scriptures than one it is easy 
to have.   Peter Cook, the comedian, often played a character who, dressed in an 
overcoat, would sit on park benches and say to people “Did you know…” followed by 
pieces of trivia.   

Perhaps we may think of studying the Bible being like that.  “Did you know that 
there are 41,173 verses in the whole Bible”  “Did you know that Esther 8:9 is the 
longest verse in the Bible”  “Did you know that Ezra 7:21 contains all the letters of the 
alphabet except “j”. (All true by the way). 

That is not what studying the Bible is, as interesting as it may to a certain type 
of personality (who often also like to spot trains).  Studying Scripture is not an end in 
itself and a means of gaining knowledge.  Jesus chastised the Pharisees of his day for 
this way of thinking.  He said “You diligently study the Scriptures because you think 
that by them you possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify about me” 
(John 5:39). 

Studying Scripture is so that we can better understand the life giving love of 
God seen in Jesus and that will transform our lives. 

For the life giving Word of the Lord Thanks be to God 

USED 

Studying our Bible should be a great joy then as we learn more of what God 
has done for us in Jesus.  But this will be of little use to us if it is not used. 

We are to hear the saving promises of God and take them to heart to calm our 
fears and doubts.  We are to hear the commands of God and respond in faith and 
obedience.  The Parable of the Good Samaritan does not end with that is the way you 
are to think but “Go and do likewise.” 

The book of James reminds that we are to be doers of the word, not merely 
hearers who deceive themselves. (James 1:22).  There is not much point having a 
lamp to our feet and a light to our path if we are not going to walk in it.  However as 
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we move in that light as we follow in the illuminated path, we are more likely to 
discover more the joy of the Lord. 

Or as Jesus puts it in his famous parable of the wise and foolish builders, if we 
build on his words then when the storms of life come then we will not fall.  Light is to 
be walked in, foundations are to be built on; the Bible is to be used.  Here is the 
wisdom of God for living and we ignore it to our peril. 

According to C. H. Spurgeon, the 19th Century preacher, “A Bible which is 
falling apart usually belongs to someone who isn’t!” 

For the wisdom of the Word of the Lord Thanks be to God.  

SUBMITTED TO 

This brings me to my last but perhaps most important.  The Bible is more than 
wisdom, more than guidelines for life, it is the Word of the Lord. As the Word of the 
Lord it has authority, it is, to use a word in the news recently, to be submitted to.  As 
the news showed, submission is not a popular word, but if it is the Word of the Lord 
then it can be taken as one among many lifestyle options.   

Our culture may not like what the Bible clearly says about the uniqueness of 
Christ in the face of other religions.  Our society may not like what it says about sexual 
ethics but we are not really at liberty to change them or whose word really has 
authority?  Obviously we have to work hard to both understanding what the Bible says 
and communicate in the way of Christ but have to remember the Bible has authority 
over us not vice versa. 

Perhaps even as I say this some will be feeling uncomfortable, not liking this 
idea, and if I am honest it makes me uncomfortable too.  The hardest person to bring 
under the authority of the Scripture is not someone out there, but it is ourselves.  I 
may not like some of the truths that the Scripture teaches me, of sinfulness and 
selfishness, of pride and greed.  I may love to hear of the message of forgiveness but 
find it much harder to hear the command to forgive others.   

Why do we resist these commands, I think often it is a lack of trust.  We do not 
believe that forgiveness is the best way, we do not believe that love is the best way, 
we do not trust the God who tells us these things despite seeing them lived out and 
vindicated in the life death and resurrection of Jesus. 

We need to remember that the word we are to submit to is spoken by the God 
who loved the world so much that he sent his Son, and wants us to be part of restored 
humanity now and into eternity.  It is this God who speaks to us in the Scriptures 

That is the Word of this Lord Thanks be to God. 

CONCLUSION: JESUS AGAIN 

I have had more points than normal today as we think about the Bible, yet we 
need to remember that it is about Jesus, it is to be enjoyed, it is to be studied, it is to 
be used and it is to be submitted to. J.E.S.U.S.  I have done this quite deliberately.  
Hopefully to help you to more easily remember the points but also to ram home the 
absolute centrality of Jesus in reading Scripture. 

One of the greatest theologians and Biblical scholars of last century was Karl 
Barth.  His many, many books were always detailed and argued at length from 
Scripture.  He apparently was once asked what he had learnt from all his study.  And 
he replied.   Jesus loves me this I know for the Bible tells me so. 

That is the message of the Bible 
This is the word of the Lord … Thanks be to God. 


