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The End is in Sight 
Daniel 10-12 

 
The end is in sight. 
It is an interesting little phrase, because it carries at least two distinct ideas with 

it.  It is both a expression of comfort, the end is in sight, it is close.  But it is also a term 
of encouragement, keep going for the end is in sight. 

Well the end is in sight of the Daniel series, one more sermon and I hope it will 
be both a comfort and an encouragement to keep going in the life of faith. 

THE SHAPE OF DANIEL 10-12 

DANIEL 10 
Bookends 
Daniel Chapter 10 to 12 forms one long section at the end of the book.  But as 

it closes there are a number of reminders of the beginning. 
We are reminded of the Babylonian name that Daniel had been given, 

Belteshazzar.  We learn a bit about Daniel’s diet, as we did in Chapter 1, and what we 
are told shows that he didn’t always keep to those old vegetarian ways.  There is also 
a mention of King Cyrus who both closes Chapter 1, marking the end of the exile in 
Babylon, and also Chapter 6 pointing to the end of Daniels public service career. 

It seems then that we are to read these final chapters we are to do so with all 
that has gone before in mind. 

Daniel receives his last vision 
We are told that Daniel is in mourning (v2) but not why.  Perhaps, as this is the 

third year of Cyrus, a couple of years after the exiles have been allowed to go home, 
things had not turned out as he had hoped.  Here he is in his old age, perhaps even in 
retirement having yet another Passover away from Israel. 

Whilst fasting he has a vision of man who in a rather unfortunate piece of 
translation we are told has a body like beryl (6).  Apart from this it is a dramatic and 
startling vision which leaves him weakened so he has to be helped to his hands and 
knees, then to his feet, and has to be strengthened to be able to speak. 

This magnificent messenger has come to speak of the end of days, but as he 
does he says some very interesting things about what has been happening to him in 
recent days.  The messanger has been delayed in coming because of the opposition 
of what he calls the Prince of Persia and it is only with the help of Michael, called a 
chief prince, that he has been able to get through.  Later he says he must return to the 
fight, and when that fight is over, he then has to contend with prince of Greece. 

Spiritual Realities 
As at many points in Daniel we wish that he was a little bit more specific as to 

what he was talking about.  But this seems to pick up a theme that has been running 
through Daniel that there are spiritual realities that lie behind the material realities of 
history. 

This should not surprise us in a book that includes prophetic dreams and 
miraculous escapes.  Furthermore the later visions have also indicated that there are 
realities behind the kingdoms of this world which often are opposed to God. 

Sometimes as we look at history it has some explanatory power to see spiritual 
forces at work in the events and at times horrors which occur.  One only has to think of 
the Holocaust or the Genocide in Rwanda. 
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Daniel also shows that what happens in the spiritual realm affects the material 
level.  So the “spiritual” defeat of the prince of Persia, bring the prince of Greece, and 
so the Persian Empire would fall to that of Greeks. 

But also what happens in the material realm effects the spiritual; it is as Daniel 
fasts and prays that this being comes to him. 

The two realms work together with connections between them, but in both God 
is working his purposes out.  As Daniel looks to the end, he is reminded that there are 
spiritual powers at work, and at work for him and his people.  And he participates in 
this work as he prays. 

DANIEL 11 
Given this dramatic introduction to the revelation of what “is inscribed in the 

book of truth” (21) what comes next is quite a surprise.  We might expect another 
image of kingdoms portrayed as beasts, or crumbling statues.   

Rather what comes is a detailed prophetic description of the history of the 
Middle East from the 6th to the 2nd century BC.  The Persian empire will fall to 
Alexander the Great whose own empire will break into four, leading to ongoing war 
and political intrigue between the Ptolemaic Southern kingdom and the Seleucids in 
the North who come to be ruled by those known as Antiochus. 

Whilst the language makes it clear that history is in God’s control, it is after all a 
prophecy, there is no comment on the history, as to what is good or bad, just that 
kings come and go.  It is perhaps a reminder not to put too much stock in earthly 
rulers for they come and they most certainly go, and that at times we can look for 
meaning in history which may not be there.  God’s people are simply to be faithful in 
the times in which God has placed them, as Daniel was in serving at least 3 kings who 
came and went. 

As throughout the latter chapters of Daniel the focus is on the reign of 
Antiochus Epiphanes in the second century who is described as “a contemptible 
person” (11:21)  He puts a garrison in Jerusalem, disrupts temple worship, and there 
is great persecution for those who are called the wise, the faithful.  Furthermore this 
king sets himself up and considers “himself greater than any god and shall speak 
horrendous things against the God of gods.”  (11:36). 

Here the spiritual opposition to God becomes particularly material, with deadly 
consequences for God’s faithful.  Yet as with all the other kings the end of his days will 
come, as we saw with Nebuchadnezzar, Belshazzar, and shown in the statue dream 
and beastly vision. 

We may wonder why the reign of this particular king has been focused on so 
often in these last chapters.  Perhaps it is to remind us that whenever such 
persecution comes, their end is in sight, they will come to an end.  God, as always, 
remains in control.  In the meantime God’s people, the wise, are to be steadfast. 

DANIEL 12 
Such a idea is reinforced at the start of chapter 12 with the reappearance of 

Michael, the great prince.  But here the book clearly looks beyond the events of the 2nd 
century to speak more prophetically of the end of days and of the resurrection of both 
the wise and the wicked.  Here is the first clear reference to resurrection in the Old 
Testament which was to become a standard part of Jewish belief as can be seen from 
John 11, that there would be a resurrection. 

But such death defying faith has already been shown by Daniel and his friends 
as they gazed on the fiery furnace, the lions’ den and sundry kinds of death. 

What is seen in those stories and here in chapter 12 is not so much a picture of 
heaven to give comfort but the promise of vindication.  Those who have been wise, 
those who had remained faithful would be shown to be in the right.  It would be a 
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showing to both the material and spiritual world that God’s people were right to trust 
him. 

These were the things which were to strengthen Daniel as he is told that the 
end is in sight: there are spiritual realities that are on his side, history may go on but it 
is not out of God’s control and in the end there would be vindication in resurrection.  
The destiny of God’s people is secure. 

THE SHAPE OF JESUS MINISTRY 

This message of Daniel is not one that we have to take simply because that is 
what is written.  Each of these ideas is backed up in the ministry of Jesus. 

From one perspective Jesus life can be looked at in an historic fashion, as the 
ministry of a prophetic wise man who experienced persecution to the point of death, 
as many had done before him, but he remained steadfast. 

But we know that on the cross there were spiritual realities taking place, a 
cosmic battle with not just national but universal consequences.  For the death of 
Jesus was not simply the death of a righteous man but the event where God 
triumphed over rulers and authorities, and where we are reconciled to God.  Behind 
the historic events there are profound spiritual actions occurring. 

Of course just as importantly, Jesus was vindicated in his trust in God, his 
steadfastness, his faithfulness, when he was raised from the dead.  That which was 
expected to happen at the end of time, happened to one man in the middle of time.  
That it happened to him is the guarantee, the working model, that it will happen for us 
who follow his example.  Resurrection moves beyond a pious wish to a true hope of 
vindication of our faith. 

THE SHAPE OF OUR LIVES 

We then have all the more encouragement to be steadfast. 
We are encouraged to remember the spiritual realities that we know about in 

Christ.  And rather than wondering about the activities of Michael, or whether there is 
a prince of Hobart, we know the promise of Christ that he will never leave or forsake 
us.  And he like the heavenly beings in Daniel says to us ‘Do not fear, greatly beloved, 
you are safe. Be strong and courageous!’ 10:18 

We can know that in the rough and tumble of our life, and even in the bigger 
events of this world they are not out of God’s control, their time has an end and we are 
simply called to be faithful and wise in the midst of them. 

But we can also look forward with true hope, for in the resurrection of Jesus the 
end is in sight, and that our end, in him is secure, and there is our comfort and 
encouragement. 


