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Sola Powered: 

Scripture Alone 
Readings: 2Timothy 3:14-17; Matthew 4:1-11 

 

A few years ago whilst on long service leave my family and I did quite a bit of 
driving around South East England.  Actually we did much more driving that was 
necessary as we often took wrong and longer routes.  We needed a good navigator.  
There was one memorable occasion when in our borrowed 1979 VW Combi Van I kept 
going round a roundabout as Peter said go left and George said right and I kept saying 
that I wasn’t coming off the round about till we knew where we were going.  It would have 
been so wonderful to have one of those GPS units that told us where to go, gave us 
directions, told us when we had taken a wrong turn and how to get back on the path.  We 
would have saved so much time and effort.  And how foolish would we be if we ignored the 
directions it gave. 

Life can often feel like that, as if we have lost our way, or we are going round and 
round in circles. Yet God has given us the Bible as a GPS unit, a God positioning service.  
It directs us, will show us when we have taken a wrong turn, and enable us to be more 
effective.  Psalm 119 says pretty much the same thing for a less techno savvy world.  
“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.”  Yet we often seem to ignore it. 

Today we consider the importance of the Bible, its centrality for Christian living, how 
it directs us, and ways we might ignore it. 

ALL WE NEED 

The importance of Scripture in Christian living is clearly demonstrated to us in the 
account of the temptation of Jesus.  It is hardly coincidental that as Jesus deals with the 
temptations that confront him, and the choices that he has to make, that he falls back on 
his Scriptures, on what has been written.  He understood completely that “One does not 
live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.”   (Matthew 4:4)  
The Scriptures were central to Jesus life of faith and so they should be for us. 

More than that it is true to say that Scripture is all we need for the life of faith. This 
perhaps is most clearly taught in 2Timothy 3. 

The Nature of Scripture: God Breathed (2Timothy 3:16) 
Paul gives us a clear understanding of the nature of Scripture: “All Scripture is God-

breathed”.  Whilst he is speaking about the Old Testament here it applies to all Scripture.  
Whilst it has been written by humans God is behind it.  Peter put it this way “… prophecy 
never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along 
by the Holy Spirit.” (2Peter 1:21).  These are human words, written in history through 
which God has spoken and through which he continues to speak. 

When choosing a GPS you want a reliable brand, which has a powerful name 
behind it.  You can’t get a more powerful name behind the Bible, it is God’s own GPS. 

The Goal of Scripture: Pointing to Jesus (2Timothy 3:15) 
The goal of Scripture is quite clear here too, it is to make us wise to salvation in 

Jesus Christ.  This is no surprise as Jesus is God’s ultimate saving Word, the Word made 
flesh, God’s written word should point to him.  We should read our Bibles expecting to 
understand Jesus better no matter what part of the Bible we are reading. 
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To continue the GPS analogy this give us the destination, salvation in Jesus Christ. 

The Task of Scripture: Keeping us on the path (2Timothy 3:16-17) 
Finally we see how Scripture “… is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 

training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every 
good work.”  Scripture keeps us on the path.  It points us to Jesus, it rebukes us when we 
leave his way and corrects us and trains us to be more effective on the path. 

When using a GPS if you go the wrong way it will say “recalculating” as it seeks to 
redirect you to the right destination.  As we read the Bible it will force us to do some 
recalculating about where we are going, and whether we are following in the way of Christ. 

We should also note that Scripture will do this thoroughly.  It does not partially 
prepare us for some good works, but will thoroughly prepare us for every good work.  
Everything we need to live a godly life is to be found in Scripture. 

So all we need for salvation is in the Bible and all we need for godly living is in the 
Bible.  So from Scripture we can see that all we need is Scripture and Scripture alone. 

SCRIPTURE PLUS, SCRIPTURE & TRADITION  

This was one of the great rediscoveries of the Reformation, and it is appropriate on 
this Sunday which is remembered as Reformation Sunday in some Churches that we 
consider the central place that the Bible had in those momentous events. 

For many centuries the message of the Bible had been covered by various other 
teachings and traditions of the Church.  This was made worse by the lack of Bibles as they 
took so long to copy by hand.  It is no surprise historically that the Reformation happened 
after the invention of the printing press.  It is also no surprise that the first book to be 
printed was the Bible, and it has been a best seller ever since. 

The Reformation really began as people began to read the Scripture, particularly 
when they read it in their original languages (mainly Greek and Hebrew) and as the 
message of the Bible, salvation in Jesus Christ became clearer.  Salvation came not 
through the ministry of the Church but through faith in Christ alone.  It was reflecting on the 
Scriptures which led Luther to nail his 95 Theses on the Church in Wittenberg on October 
31, 1517.  When Luther was tried at the wonderfully titled Diet of Worms (1521) he said he 
would only recant if he could be corrected by Scripture rather than any other authority.  
Following his trial whilst in hiding in a productive few months he translated the Scriptures 
into German.  Luther understood that people needed to read the Bible in their own 
language, it was vital for both true faith and godly living.  For in the Scriptures you learnt of 
Christ alone, grace alone, faith alone, so came the last great rallying cry of the 
Reformation, Scripture alone. 

William Tyndale 1494-1536 
This task of translating the Sciptures was taken up in other countries. 
Englishman, William Tyndale, was horrified to discover in his studies in theology at 

Oxford there were absolutely no subjects on the Bible, and made it his life’s work to 
translate the Bible into English so that everyone could read it.  In an argument with a 
opposing church official he said “If God spare my life I will cause a boy that driveth the 
plough to know more of the Scripture than thou dost.” 

Tyndale was forced to leave England and in 1526 he published an English New 
Testament.  Church officials banned the work and ordered that all copies be burned.  In 
fact one official went to Holland to buy all the available copies so that they could be 
burned.  This however provided enough money for Tyndale to continue his work.  So as 
often happens burning proved counter productive.  Furthermore the Bible continued to be 
smuggled in to England. 

In 1535 Tyndale was betrayed on the continent and was sentenced to death, 
strangled and burnt.  His final cry was “Lord, open the King of England’s eyes.”  Shortly 
after his death this prayer was granted and the English Bible was legally printed leading 
eventually to the publication of the Authorised or King James Version. 
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Authority of Tradition 
The problem for the pre-Reformation Church was not that the Bible was not 

important, it clearly was, but rather that it had placed the traditions of the Church as 
equally important.  This meant that the Scriptures could no longer teach, rebuke, correct 
and train the Church. 

Sadly this place given to tradition is still true in some parts of the Church.1  We 
should be glad to be Anglicans where our 39 Articles tell us that all that is necessary for 
Salvation is not found in the Church or tradition but on the Scriptures.  (Article 6)  
Furthermore Article 19 says that Churches get things wrong, and Article 20 says that the 
Church may not ordain anything contrary to God’s word written, and “it may not expound 
one place of Scripture, that it be repugnant to another. 

Furthermore our liturgy is full of Scripture and gives high priority to the public 
reading of Scriptures.  To be Anglican means to base our faith not on the teaching of the 
Church but on the foundation of the Scriptures. Our Constitution and our practices show 
the value of Scripture, but is that true of us as individuals! 

The place of traditions 
You may legitimately be thinking, particularly as you look around the building, 

consider the service, and indeed what I am wearing, that I am fooling myself if I think that 
the Anglican Church doesn’t place importance on traditions. 

Firstly not all traditions and teaching are bad, often they are helpful.  For instance 
traditional understandings of what Scripture passages mean can help us from 
misunderstanding a passage.  And it can be so easy to misunderstand something. 

I once saw a huge sign that said, and I quote.  “No food lowers cholesterol more”.  
And I thought what a stupid sign, of course having no food will lower your cholesterol.  But 
rather than an ill advised health advice pushing anorexia or bulimia this was actually an ad 
for margarine.  I needed the context to understand what was being said.  The context, the 
tradition of understanding was important in understanding this message properly.  To 
many Christian heresies and peculiarities have come from similar mistakes. 

Also traditional practices are not necessarily bad simply because they are tradition.  
Saying a creed, singing of hymns, the wearing of robes, infant baptism are all traditions 
which I think can be defended as being helpful to the faithful in pointing them to Christ.  
But we need to keep thinking about what we are doing in the light of Scripture.  The great 
danger in traditions is that they can make us feel comfortable thus they make us 
comfortably numb to the real saving message of Jesus in Scripture and we are unlikely to 
be taught, rebuked, corrected and trained.  Rather than listening to the GPS we are more 
likely to go the way that we have always gone. 

Do you come to feel comfortable or to be pointed to Christ and taught, rebuked, 
corrected and trained for every good work? 

Tradition must always be subservient to Scripture and Scripture alone. 
 

 

Blessed Lord, who hast caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning; 
Grant that we may in such wise hear them read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, 
that by patience, and comfort of thy holy Word, we may embrace, and ever hold fast the 
blessed hope of everlasting life. 

                                            
1 Now much has changed in the Catholic Church but sadly this idea Scripture plus church and 

tradition is still part of Catholic teaching.  This for instance is from Vatican II  “… the Church, to whom the 
transmission and interpretation of Revelation is entrusted, does not derive her certainty about all revealed 
truth from the holy Scriptures alone.  Both Scripture and Tradition must be accepted and honoured with 
equal sentiments of devotion and reverence.”  The sad thing about this view is that rather than listening to 
Scripture the faithful rely on Church teaching and traditions which may not point them to grace, to faith and to 
Christ. 

 


