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Not of this World? 
Readings:  Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14, Revelation 1:4-8, John 18:33-37 

 
It is interesting how just little changes in a phrase can radically change its 

meaning.   
Something that is “out of this world” is fantastic and wonderful.   
Something that is “not in this world” is something that would be good but is 

unrealistic.   
Something that is “not of this world” sounds if anything a little spooky, other 

worldly, and may be of esoteric interest but not part of our everyday lives. 
As on this Christ the King Sunday, we consider the images that we have in our 

readings from Daniel and Revelation of God’s great King they look “out of this world” 
but we may feel “not in this world” and we may be puzzled by Jesus phrase in the 
Gospel that his kingdom is “not of this world.” 

In fact the whole idea of Jesus being king sounds wonderful but we may be 
wondering what in the world are we supposed to do with the idea. 

As we look at Jesus’ answers at his trial before Pilate I pray that rather than 
being other worldly the truth of Jesus as king will transform the way we live in this 
world for the good of the world. 

NOT OF THIS WORLD 

THE INTERROGATION 
Our Gospel reading from John comes in the midst of Jesus’ trial before Pilate 

who asks “Are you the King of the Jews?”  As often when asked a question Jesus 
fires right back, wanting to know where Pilate got this idea.  This may be for 
clarification because if it is coming from Jewish leaders it will mean a charge of 
claiming to be the Messiah, if from the Romans it a treason or rebellion charge.   

Pilate is not interested in such fine points, all he knows is that the Jewish 
authorities have handed Jesus over and so he wants to know what he has done. 

KINGDOM NOT OF THIS WORLD 
Jesus famously says “My kingdom is not of this world.”  Now we tend to hear 

this as if Jesus were saying that his kingdom is purely a spiritual matter with little 
concern for worldly things.  This is actually how many people would like to understand 
it, for then it would have little impact on the things of this world.  But as we shall see 
this is not what Jesus is saying at all. 

When Jesus speaks of his kingdom he is not speaking about a location but his 
reign or his kingship or his authority.  So he is not saying that he has a spiritual 
kingdom in a spiritual world far far away.  Rather he is saying that his authority does 
not come from this world.   

His authority is not conferred on him by other human authorities or by human 
conquest.  In part he is saying that he is not leading a rebellion. As he points out if he 
were his followers would have raised arms to set him free.  But is not that kind of king, 
he is not the kind of king that Pilate is thinking of.   

But more importantly we who have read the rest of the Gospel know that his 
authority comes from being the Word of God made flesh. 

Different set of rules. 
More than that this authority, this rule, this kingdom does not operate by the 

same rules as the kingdoms of this world. 
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This has, of course, been demonstrated throughout the Gospel for here is a 
king, a Messiah who provides for his people, heals the lame, makes the blind see, 
even raises the dead.  But despite this authority rather than standing on his dignity he 
gets down on bended knee to wash his disciples feet and calls on them to follow his 
example. 

Clearly this is a kingdom that marches to a different drum to that of the world.  
This is oh so clear in the events surrounding Jesus trial.  For here we see leaders 
looking after their own interests, using their power and influence to their own ends, 
and making all sorts of grubby compromises.  Jesus kingdom is not of that world.  
Jesus kingdom is based on his self surrender, on his offering himself for the sin of the 
world. 

In saying this we see that while Jesus’ kingdom is not of or from this world, but 
it is for the world. 

CAME INTO THE WORLD TO BEAR WITNESS TO THE TRUTH 
Not surprisingly all this goes over Pilates’ head, all he has heard is the word 

kingdom, and so asks again “Are you a king”,  Jesus says “So you say” but then gives 
the reason that he has come.  He has been born into this world to testify, to bear 
witness to the truth, and those who belong to the truth will listen.” 

To this great confession of Jesus we have Pilate’s wonderfully dismissive 
“What is truth?” 

Know who you are talking to 
I went to a dinner party during the week and found myself pontificating to a 

young lady about having to show bridesmaids how to walk in high heels.  I even gave 
a demonstration which fortunately I am unable to replicate in the pulpit. Later in the 
meal I discovered she had been an international catwalk model.  I had a bad case of 
stiletto clad foot in mouth. 

I suspect that Pilate would feel the same way when he said “What is truth?” 
had he known that he was speaking to the one who is the way, the truth and the life!  
He is the word made flesh full of grace and truth.  All that Jesus says and all he does 
speaks of the truth of God. 

The way of love that he shows is truth, his path of self giving is truth. 
But Jesus says that he has come into the world to testify to the truth.  We have 

been told earlier in the Gospel that God so loved the world that he gave his only Son 
so that everyone who believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 

So this is the truth that Jesus has come to testify to, God’s saving love that is 
found in Jesus.  The resurrection is, of course, the great demonstration of this truth.  
The resurrection vindicates both Jesus as the king not of this world, and truth of 
salvation he brings is which definitely out of this world truth but it is for this world. 

IN OUR WORLD 

COME INTO OUR WORLD 
Just as when Pilate interrogated Jesus he found himself being challenged so 

we find ourselves being challenged as we investigate this passage. 
Firstly it challenges us as to whether we have listened to this truth.  Jesus has 

come into the world to bring this truth: the truth that he is God’s king; the truth of 
God’s love; the truth of salvation in him; and eternal life.  You may have thought of 
such things as not in this world, or not in your world.   

I pray you will not make the same mistake as I made with the model, or Pilate 
made with Jesus.  Do not think that you have a better understanding of the truth, 
please listen to his truth, he is the truth.  And in listening to his truth you recognise him 
as king and join his kingdom. 
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NOT OF THIS WORLD 
But as we become part of Jesus’ kingdom, as we listen to his voice we are 

reminded that we are to follow the path of our King.   
We are not to follow the ways of this world.  Our sense of security and purpose 

comes from a different place, they come from God’s love for us.  We are not to follow 
the path of self interest, of making grubby compromises, of living a lie.  We are to 
follow in the way of service and love.  The Christian community should be not of this 
world, we should be known by our differentness. 

Again you may be thinking “Not in this world” and all too often the Church has 
spectacularly failed to live this out and has become indistinguishable from the world 
around if not a prime example of the failings of this world. 

But this is what we are called to be, people who do not conform to the patterns 
of this world.  To start moving in this direction will mean some steps like being people 
who are truthful.  It will mean seeking to serve others in our relationships, in our 
families, in our marriages, in our church. 

Where have you lived by the rules of this world, where do you need to be “not 
of this world.” 

To take Jesus as our “not of this world” king must change how we live in this 
world. 

To do this we will need to keep coming back to Jesus, our servant king, as our 
leader, inspiration, guide and friend. He is the one who shows us how to walk, not in 
high heels, but humility and truth. 

BEARING WITNESS TO THE TRUTH 
And as we seek to live these “not of the world” patterns we do so for the world.  

We do not live following the ways of Jesus so that we may have an “out of this world” 
afterlife.  Rather we follow Jesus’ path of service for this world.  We are already 
assured of eternal life, we do not need to work for it.  Rather we seek to show to the 
world the truth about how humanity should truly live to the world. 

For just as Jesus came to bear witness to the truth, we bear witness to his 
truth.  May this “not of this world” living be not “not in this world” but shown to the 
world, this would not only be “out of this world” it would bring more to the truth, into the 
kingdom of Christ our King. 


