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King of Dreams 
Readings: Daniel 2; Mark 9:2-9 

 
I wonder how well you sleep?  Do you sleep easy, do you sleep well, do you 

sleep during sermons?  Does the future keep you awake? 
It is so easy for such worries to overwhelm us, to give us a king sized 

headache, give us bad dreams and make us cranky.  Today as we look at Daniel 2 
we will see a king who has bad dreams, was definitely cranky, but will be pointed to a 
King beyond our dreams where we will find relief. 

THE STORY 

Troubled Sleep (1-11) 
Unfortunately the reading is too long to have the whole passage read out but 

what we have heard up to verse 11 sets the scene.  Here we have an event which 
happens during the period of Daniel and his 3 friends training in the wisdom of 
Babylon. 

Nebuchadnezzar has a dream that leaves him unable to sleep and he 
summons all the resources he has to make sense of it. 

The story has many echoes of a much older story from Genesis 41 where 
Pharaoh has a bad dream which Joseph without his technicolour dream coat 
manages to interpret when all others have failed. 

The difference here is that Nebuchadnezzar refuses to divulge the content of 
the dream.  Whether this is because he has forgotten it or because he really wants to 
test the various psychic lackeys with their dream charts and books is not clear. 

Their failure to perform certainly makes the King cranky but they will be well 
rewarded if they can do the deed.  Unsurprisingly the dream merchants complain 
claiming it is unfair:  "The thing that the king is asking is too difficult, and no one can 
reveal it to the king except the gods, whose dwelling is not with mortals." 

This phrase hangs over the rest of the chapter. 

Daniel's Vision in the Night (12-30) 
But this response throws the King into a violent rage and he orders the death 

of all the wise men in Babylon.  Daniel and his 3 friends are now under threat.  Daniel 
prudently asks the executioner called Arioch what's the rush to buy enough time to 
see if he can both know and interpret the dream.  (We have already been told in 
chapter 1 that this was a God given skill of Daniel's.) 

So Daniel and his 3 friends fall to prayer, asking that God would have mercy 
and save both them and all the wise men of Babylon. 

Daniel has the mystery revealed to him in a vision in the night which leads him 
praise God for this answered prayer. 

 
‘Blessed be the name of God from age to age, 

   for wisdom and power are his.  
21 He changes times and seasons, 

   deposes kings and sets up kings; 

he gives wisdom to the wise 

   and knowledge to those who have understanding.  
22 He reveals deep and hidden things; 

   he knows what is in the darkness, 

   and light dwells with him.  



Preached at St. David's Cathedral 19/2/12 (Tranfiguration)   King of Dreams.  Daniel 2/  2 

So Daniel goes back to Arioch to say that he has the answer.  Arioch, like 
many a civil servant and politician after him, tries to take the credit, saying to the King 
that he has found someone who can solve the mystery.  Daniel however refuses to 
take the credit, just as Joseph had done. ‘No wise men, enchanters, magicians, or 
diviners can show to the king the mystery that the king is asking, but there is a God in 
heaven who reveals mysteries, and he has disclosed to King Nebuchadnezzar what 
will happen at the end of days." (28) 

The Dream and its Interpretation (31-49) 
Finally we get to hear of the dream and what it means. 
 

31
 ‘You were looking, O king, and lo! there was a great statue. 

This statue was huge, its brilliance extraordinary; it was standing 

before you, and its appearance was frightening. 32
The head of that 

statue was of fine gold, its chest and arms of silver, its middle and 

thighs of bronze, 33
its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of 

clay. 34
As you looked on, a stone was cut out, not by human hands, 

and it struck the statue on its feet of iron and clay and broke them in 

pieces. 35
Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold, 

were all broken in pieces and became like the chaff of the summer 

threshing-floors; and the wind carried them away, so that not a trace of 

them could be found. But the stone that struck the statue became a 

great mountain and filled the whole earth. 

 

This is the awesome and terrifying dream, but what does it mean? 
Daniel, describing Nebuchadnezzar in the most glowing terms, king of kings 

who has been given the kingdom, the power, the might and the glory, with authority 
over all things is the head of gold.  After him will be 2 lesser kingdoms, with a final 
brutal kingdom but ultimately it has feet of clay.  (The Book of Daniel, like Hamlet, can 
seem full of clichés till you realise this is where they came from).  God's kingdom in 
God's power shall triumph over them all and it unlike the statue will stand forever. 

Nebuchadnezzar responds to this remarkable revelation by worshipping 
Daniel, offering incense to him and saying "Truly, your God is God of gods and Lord 
of kings and a revealer of mysteries, for you have been able to reveal this mystery!" 
(v47).  Daniel is promoted but he ensures that those who prayed with him are also 
promoted to positions of authority. 

PUTTING THE STORY TO WORK 

That all too briefly is the story, I hope you have had time or will take the time to 
read it for yourself.  But what are we to make of it. 

The Future Belongs to God 
The clear message of both the story and the dream and its interpretation is that 

God is in control: he is the one to whom the future belongs and he is the one who can 
reveal that future.  All too often such a message, sometimes described as apocalytic, 
is used to justify a negative attitude to the world, we can let it get into a mess and just 
wait for God to come and sort it out..  But there is a very world affirming view in this 
chapter as elsewhere in the book. 

The king is described in the most glowing terms1, he is God's agent the world, 
Daniel gets involved in the world and seeks to save his colleagues, and continues to 

                                            
1 It is perhaps worth pointing out that many scholars argue that Daniel was written in the 2nd 

Century BC when the Jewish people's very existence was under threat from a tyrannical despot, 
sometimes seen as the fourth kingdom here.  It would seem to me very unlikely that if it was written 
then it would have such a positive view of Nebuchadnezzar as we have here.  I think it must have been 
written earlier. 
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serve the kingdom even though he knows it will pass away.  Lastly God's kingdom 
does not destroy the world but establishes his rule in this world, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as in heaven. 

This message then is not about letting the world go until God comes along to 
sort all the mess out.  Rather it is a reminder in picture form that as we live in this 
world all human kingdoms, pictured in this human like statue ultimately have feet of 
clay and will fall. 

The story itself has no interest in trying to work out what the following kingdoms 
are, it is quite content to simply give this outline of human history with is clear 
reminder of the triumph of God's kingdom. 

History has borne this out: the Babylonian Empire is no more, nor Persian, 
certainly not the Greek and clearly not the Roman.  Should we continue?  Britain, the 
USSR, the USA?  It is no surprise that the book of Daniel has often been a source of 
comfort to the persecuted but is usually banned by totalitarian regimes. 

Security and the future is ultimately not in the plans and kingdoms of men but 
the sure and eternal purposes of God. 

How should we respond to this 
But what is the right response to this? 
We might think that we would look to Nebuchadnezzar.  It is worth pondering 

this for a moment.  In the earlier story with Joseph when Pharaoh hears his dream 
interpreted and learns of the famine to come he wants to know what to do.  He seeks 
to learn from what God has revealed.  Nebuchadnezzar seems to be just jolly 
impressed with Daniel and his party trick, and he is so taken with the idea of a great 
big statue involving gold that he builds one in the next chapter.  The fact that he 
worships Daniel clearly shows that he has not understood what God has revealed to 
him.  Whilst his wise men may say to him "O king, live forever" he won't and his plans 
and purposes will pass away too.  The right response would be one of humility and 
trust. 

The response for us should be the same.  It is not only the human plans of 
great nations and leaders that have feet of clay.  It is true for us all.  We should not 
learn of the things of God and think "Isn't that interesting" but turn from trying to stand 
on our own clayish feet to trust in God. 

A King beyond Dreams 
Now this may not be helping you to sleep better.  Such talk of falling powerful 

kingdoms and our own frailty may not be the recipe for a good night's sleep.  
Christians however have consistently seen the establishing of God's kingdom and 
"the stone not cut with human hands" as pointing to the coming of Christ.   

In Nebuchadnezzar's dream we see human kingdoms in all their power, 
brutality and frailty.  Particularly on this Transfiguration Sunday we see a King beyond 
our dreams as Jesus is revealed in all his power, beauty and holiness.  Just as God 
revealed the future then, so Jesus is revealed as the future King.   

In Jesus we see more of the nature of God's kingdom.  We see that this is a 
kingdom of love, a kingdom of grace, a kingdom of welcome, a kingdom of 
forgiveness.  Ultimately we see that this rock not made with hands that topples all 
human kingdoms was cleft for us so that all of us with our feet of clay may stand for 
eternity.  In Jesus we see that there is a God who reveals mysteries and he dwells 
with us and invites us to dwell with him forever. 

The future belongs to God, the future is shaped by Jesus, this future will come.  
This much God has revealed to us, and when we remember this we will sleep much 
better. 


